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Set them free 



Commemorating the bicentenary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade 



ON 25 March, 1807, the transatlantic slave 
trade was declared illegal in the British 
Empire by the House of commons, after 
years of campaigning by William Wilberforce 
and the Abolitionist Movement. 

200 years later the world commemorates 
this momentous day that signalled a glimpse 
of an end to a bloody and 
dehumanising trade. 

Bicentenary events, howev- 
er, are tinged with the knowl- 
edge that today’s world con- 
tains more slavery than in 
Wilberforce’s day. An estimat- 
ed 27 million people live in slavery today, in 
modern forms such as sex trafficking, child 
soldiers and addiction. 

Christ Church Cathedral on 25 March will 
ring to the sounds of gospel music, dance and 
drama, as the story of the Abolitionist 
Movement and the continuing story of slav- 



ery in the world today is explored. The serv- 
ice is organised by the African &c African- 
Caribbean Kultural Heritage Initiative, 
Churches Together in Oxfordshire and the 
Cathedral, It is open to the public and begins 
at 6pm. 

On 24 March, the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York will lead 
thousands of Christians, 
including the Bishop of 
Dorchester through London 
on a ‘Walk of Witness’ follow- 
ing a formal apology by 
General Synod in 2006. 

Organisers say the walk will acknowledge 
the lasting legacy of the slave trade. 

Page 3 Tim Dakin of the Church Mission 
Society asks; ‘should the Church of England 
apologise for its past?’. Also, more bicente- 
nary drama, music, resources and lectures. 



Today's world con- 
tains more slavery 
than in Wilberforce's 
day. 





CHILDREN from the 
Hendreds Primary School 
presented a service about 
slavery at St Augustine of 
Canterbury Church, East 
Hendred, on Education 
Sunday. 

The Revd Rita Ball says 
the service was informative 
for the whole congregation. 

The children have been 
studying the history of slav- 
ery in school. 



William Wilberforce (loan Gruffud) lobbies parliament in Amazing Grace, photo courtesy of Walden Media 



HOLLYWOOD and Olney in Buckinghamshire 
have a common focus this month as the film 
‘Amazing Grace’ opens in cinemas across the 
UK on 23 March. 

The Revd John Newton is a central figure 
in the film which tells the inspiring story of 
William Wilberforce’s spiritual and moral 
quest to end slavery in the early 1 9th century. 

Newton was a slave-trader turned Christian 
and ardent abolitionist. 

He was also curate for some years in Olney 
where he penned the world-famous Amazing 



Grace - one of the Olney Hymns. 

Albert Finney plays Newton in ‘Amazing 
Grace’, with Welsh Heartthrob loan Gruffud 
(pictured) as Wilberforce and Youssou 
N’Dour as the black abolitionist Olaudah 
Equiano. Michael Apted directs. 

Olney is commemorating the bicentenary 
year with services, and events such as Life 
Path, at which schoolchildren will learn about 
Newton’s life and faith. The public can also 
find out more about Newton at the Cowper 
and Newton Museum in the village. 




6:00 p.m. Christ Church 



Remembering Slavery : Set all free 



A special multi-denominational service to commemorate the J 
200th Anniversary of the British Parliamentary Abolition of the 

Transatlantic Slave Trade. 







featuring: : / 

Jacqui Dankworth (Cleo Lane’s daughter) 

All female a’cappella quintet Black Voices 
The Blackbird Leys ’Singing Estate’ Choir 
Performance by Johnny Dankworth 

i c i_.. m.._l octL Gelede - Oxofrdshire’s Professional dance company 

I, Sunday March 25th as well as local children 
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News 



In brief 




Thanksgiving for Rl chapel 



COLLEAGUES, friends and patients of Oxford's 
Radcliffe Infirmary (RI) gathered for a final serv- 
ice in the hospital's St Luke's Chapel in February. 

The RI first opened its doors to patients in 
1770. It was here in 1941 that penicillin was first 
given intravenously and the first accident service 
in Great Britain began. 

At the Service of Thanksgiving, more than 400 
people in the chapel and an adjoining marquee 
were welcomed by Canon Jessica Turner, Acting 
Head of Chaplaincy at the Oxford Radcliffe 
Hospitals NHS Trust. The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Acting Bishop of Oxford, talked about the impor- 
tance of chapels in hospitals as places for reflec- 
tion, grief and thanksgiving. 

Archivists staged a fascinating exhibition of 
medical cases at the RI over the years. And visi- 
tors snapped up copies of Andrew Moss' book 
'The Radcliffe Infirmary', which is available from 
Blackwells in Oxford. 

The majority of services in the RI, including the 
Eye Hospital and adult- head and neck services 
will relocate to a state-of-the-art West Wing on 
the John Radcliffe site, photo Frank Blackwell 



MK casino an unimaginative blight 



THE Milton Keynes Mission Partnership has 
branded the Government licence for a large 
casino in the city as ‘unimaginative’ and at 
worst ‘potentially destructive for people’s 
lives’. 

Generally the licence for a casino has been 
well-received as providing inward investment 
and creating new jobs. Local MP Phyllis 
Starkey has asked that it be built in an area in 
most need of regeneration. 

But the Revd Tim Clapton, Milton Keynes 
Development Chaplain says: ‘While we would 
not want to down play the economic impact a 
casino would bring to an area in much need 
of regeneration, a casino as a place of enter- 
tainment is unimaginative and is not likely to 



bring life and vitality to the Milton Keynes 
cultural life’. 

Mission Partnership is also anxious about 
the social impact a casino would have in the 
area. The Milton Keynes Ecumenical 
Moderator, the Reverend Mary Cotes says, 
‘Gambling is very addictive and we fear that 
many more lives may be blighted by the 
advent of this casino. As part of the church- 
es in Milton Keynes we would want to sup- 
port the agencies who help gamblers and 
speak out against institutions who could 
exploit the weak and poor in our communi- 
ties. We very much hope that the arrival of a 
casino in Milton Keynes will not increase the 
work load of these agencies.’ 



Trident discussion 

Bv John Madelev. author and licensed lav minister in Caversham 



‘OUR government is propos- 
ing to spend billions of 
pounds on powerful 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. From the viewpoint of 
Christian moral theology - 
but also for good financial, 
military, legal and pragmatic 
reasons - I believe this must 
be opposed’, the Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Rev Stephen 
Cottrell, told a packed meet- 
ing at Reading’s Abbey 
Baptist Church recently. 

‘Replacement of Trident 
Missiles: vital 
to our security 
or a shocking 
waste of £?’ 
was organised 
by the Oxford 
Diocese World 
Development 
Group. 

Bishop Stephen said: ‘The 
destruction that even one of 
our warheads would bring 
would be so devastating that 
we too would feel its terrible 
consequence in the economic 
and environmental damage 
that would follow.’ 

And he questioned whether 
reducing the number of war- 
heads while increasing the 
capability was in line with our 
commitments under the 1970 
non-proliferation treaty. 

Chair of the debate, Owen 
Jewiss of St Barnabas 
Caversham, began by refer- 
ring to the recent Defence 
White Paper and the govern- 



ment’s view that replacing 
Trident is necessary in case 
we face a nuclear enemy in 
the future. 

Rob Wilson, Conservative 
MP for Reading East, said he 
was not persuaded that 
replacing Trident is the best 
way forward. 

He questioned: ‘Would a 
rogue state have the capacity 
to attack the UK? I doubt it 
at present. But in 2025? 
Would the UK having 
nuclear weapons deter? 

Maybe.’ 

And he said 
that morally, 
if not techni- 
cally, replac- 
ing Trident 
would breach 
our interna- 
tional treaty 
obligations, such as the Non 
Proliferation Treaty and the 
Test Ban treaty. 

He asked: ‘Should not the 
money be used to save lives 
rather than destroy lives? We 
could do a lot with £30 bil- 
lion that would be needed to 
replace Trident.’ 

Mr Wilson wondered if it 
would be better to extend the 
present Trident missile sys- 
tem by 10 years. 

Extreme poverty and cli- 
mate change are the real 
threats to our security today, 
said another speaker, Clare 
Palmer, of St Anne’s 
Caversham. 



Should not the money 
be used to save lives 
rather than destroy 
lives? We could do a 
lot with £30 billion... 



Slavery at Synod 

Tim Dakin, general secretary 
of the Church Mission 
Society, will lead a presenta- 
tion and debate on anti-slav- 
ery at the next meeting of 
Diocesan Synod on 3 March. 

A presentation on current 
developments in ministry in 
the Church of England will 
be given by the Venerable 
Christopher Lowson. 



March for justice 

'Cut the Carbon' will be the 
longest protest march in UK 
history, say organisers 
Christian Aid. 

The charity wants church- 
es and individuals to sign up 
to join parts of the 11- 
week, 1000-mile walk 
through Great Britain to 
protest against 'the scan- 
dalous injustice that poor 
peoples' lives are being 
wrecked by dangerous 
greenhouse gas emissions 
pumped into the atmosphere 
by the rich world.' See 
www.christianaid.org.uk for 
details. 

Thomas resigns 

The Revd Richard Thomas 
has worked as a creative 
and effective Director of 
Communications for the 
Diocese of Oxford since 
1988. Following his convic- 
tion at Crown Court in 
September 2006, Richard 
Thomas tendered his resig- 
nation. 
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Cathedral looks at world church this Lent 

ALL are welcome to join the Lent Course at Christ Church 
Cathedral on Thursday evenings from 1 to 29 March. 

The theme for 2007 is World Church Year. Talks include 
What the Church in South Africa has to offer the world (1 
March); The Fifth Age of Christianity in China (8 March); 
The Church in new Europe (15 March); What hope for the 
Anglican Communion? (22 March); and Training and 
Leadership for the World Church (29 March). 

The talks begin at 7.15pm until 8.30pm in the Priory Room. 
No booking is necessary. 



Keep bird flu in our prayers 

CLERGY in the diocese have been reminded of ways to sup- 
port individuals and communities that may be affected by 
avian flu, following the recent outbreak in Suffolk. 

Rural Officer, Glyn Evans, issued ministers with emergency 
contact organisations for those worried about the disease. 
And he asked that churches include the problem in then- 
prayers: 

‘ Heavenly Father, you are the creator of the world, through 
you all things have their being, in you we live and move. 

In the world we sometimes face dangers which threaten 
our health and our prosperity. Give us we pray, the benefit 
of your Holy Spirit that our response to the present danger of 
Avian Flu may be sufficient, wise, timely and effective. 

We pray for those whose livelihood is threatened by the 
danger of Avian Flu, and for those who are anxious or afraid 
at this time. In the name of your Son, our redeemer, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen . 9 
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Feature 



Apology or angst? 



On 24 March the Archbishops of York and Canterbury will lead 
thousands of Christians, including our own Bishop of Dorchester, 
through London in an act of repentance for the Church's part in 
the history of slavery. But does the Church of England need to 
apologise for its past? Tim Dakin i, General Secretary of the Church 
Mission Society, gives his view. 



THE public debate on slavery is focused on 
whether cities like Bristol and Liverpool, 
which grew rich on the trade, should apolo- 
gise for their murky past. 

The church has become part of the discus- 
sion ever since it emerged into public knowl- 
edge that 18th century slave-worked planta- 
tions were owned by ecclesiastical bodies, 
and the Society of the Propagation of the 
Gospel owned slaves who were branded with 
‘Society’ on their chests. 

In slavery and the fight against, 
Church and State showed both their 
worst and their best. But we can 
take inspiration that at its darkest, 
messiest, most implicated and cor- 
rupt, the Church produced some- 
thing great. 



The C of E General Synod voted in 
February 2006 to apologise for the Church’s 
part in slavery. In so doing, many Christians, 
and non believers, will be encouraged to feel 
the Church has done nothing for the past 200 
years. 

The reality has always been more complex. 
Professor Lamin Sanneh in The Church mis- 
sion Society and World Christianity, 1799- 
1999’ asserts that, ‘In the early 19 century in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, the CMS had 
launched the Christian movement as an inter- 
national, ecumenical and cross-cultural force 
for antislavery and as the ally of the dispos- 
sessed and the outcast.’ 

On this reading the crucible of the anti- 
slavery movement gave birth to an important 
development in the world Church and its 



global mission. Therefore, we should be cele- 
brating the way in which the anti-slavery 
movement began to forge mission as a 
‘human rights imperative, based on the vali- 
dation of those tainted by the slaver’s shack- 
le’ as Sanneh puts it. 

For pioneering anti-slavery Africans like 
Samuel Ajayi Crowther, Christianity meant a 
commitment to justice that didn’t reduce 
things to black and white. 

He was anti-slavery wherever he found it, 
and if African chiefs were oppressing their 
people and acting unjustly and themselves 
using slaves, that problem had to be tackled 
every bit as much as the colonial slave trade. 

Crowther didn’t roll over and accept what 
offended his Christian values of justice, yet he 
was commended for his humility and promo- 
tion of harmony. While he would later be 
humiliated by racist missionaries, Sanneh 
says, ‘The British flag was perceived locally 
by victim populations as a symbol of anti- 
slavery... 

‘Accordingly, the settlers agreed to have a 
European missionary join them as a partner, 
not as an overlord.’ 

Neither Crowther nor CMS has a history 
of unclouded glory, and any note of self-con- 
gratulation is entirely inappropriate. But the 
Abolition Bicentenary events should focus on 
the legacy of anti-slavery as well as slavery. 

We can celebrate the birth of ‘the Christian 
movement as an international, ecumenical 
and cross-cultural force for anti-slavery and 
as the ally of the dispossessed and the out- 
cast.’ - a calling which we continue to strive 
to live up to as worldwide family of 
Christians, and which we continue to under- 
mine through negligence, through weakness 
and through our own deliberate fault. 



What are your views on this issue? Is your church or group organising an event to mark 
the bicentenary? Email or write to us at door@oxford.anglidan.org or The DOOR, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 0NB. 

Lectures, music, drama, resources 



Lectures Thursday 8 March, 4.15pm at 
Ripon College Cuddesdon. Black American 
theologian Dr Brad R Braxton will talk on 
racism and issues surrounding the slave trade. 
Contact mikeb@uspg.org.uk. 

On 24 March, 10am to 4.30pm, a panel 
discussion on ‘Slavery, its Abolition and 
Aftermath’ at St Columba’s URC church, 
Alfred Street, Oxford. Fairly traded, African 
and Caribbean food on sale at lunchtime. 
Drama and music: Riding Lights Theatre 
Company and York Theatre Royal, will tour 
‘African Snow’ around the UK from 21 April 
to 14 July. This new play by Murray Watts is 
based on the true stories of the Revd John 
Newton and Olaudah Equiano, and features 
original music by Ben Okafor. Contact 
Antony Dunn of Riding Lights on 01904 
655317 for tour information or see www.rid- 
inglights.org 



Free For All - a community drama from CMS 
involving local children to tell the story of the 
abolitionist movement and the continuing 
story of slavery in the world today. It will tour 
30 cathedrals across the UK this year. See 
www.cms-uk.org/freeforall for dates. 

Milton Keynes-based charity World Vision’s 
UK ‘Stop the Traffik’ tour features Christian 
rock band Replenish, kicking off in Ipswich 
on 9 March. For details see www.worldvi- 
sion.org.uk/replenish 

Resources: Go to www.setallfree.net for a 
web page from Churches Together in 
England, full of practical ideas for 2007, not 
least for worship. 

The Bible Society offers free resources on 
www.biblesociety.org.uk 
For schools from CMS and Citizenship 
Foundation - free downloadable packs for 
RE, history and citizenship: www.cms-uk.org 




set all free 

ACT TO END SLAVERY 

ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE ACT 
BICENTENARY 2007 



Set All Free is a project of Churches Together in England looking at slavery past and present 



Our acts of repentance at the Bicentenary 
need to focus less on our historic guilt than 
our contemporary inability to turn away 
from the sin of turning people into commodi- 
ties, and to campaign for the liberation of all 
trapped in current forms of slavery. 

In slavery and the fight against, Church 
and State showed both their worst and their 
best. But we can take inspiration that at its 
darkest, messiest, most implicated and cor- 
rupt, the Church produced something great - 
the sin is that we have forgotten we are part 
of this liberating movement and have become 



enslaved ourselves in the image of being an 
enslaving movement. 

People may say, ‘The Church can’t talk 
because it was just as bad as anyone’, But the 
Church can talk. . Though it was, and is, just 
as bad as anyone else, it instigated a move- 
ment that, fraught with human failure, insti- 
gated liberation. Dare we live up to this 
precedent today? 

Tim Dakin is General Secretary of CMS. This 
article first appeared in the the CALS maga- 
zine ‘Yes’, January - April 2007 . 



Riddle of the Month 

Congratulations to the winner of the February riddle: 

Mrs Pearce from Amersham. Her prize (Editor’s choice of book) 
has already been sent to her. The answer was: 

Coffin 

This month’s puzzle is more mathematical: 

A teacher had a box of sweets. She counted them and told 
her class that there were 370 sweets to the nearest 10. 

She also told them that the number of sweets could be shared 
equally between 4 people and also between 3 people. 

How many sweets were in the bag? 

Solutions on a postcard please to: The Door Riddles, 
4th Floor, Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR 
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People & places 







There’s cash in 
Wallingford’s attics 

WALLINGFORD residents 
have hunted out treasures 
from their homes to raise 
funds towards a re-ordering 
of their town’s parish 
church. 

The auctioning of the 
items donated by townsfolk 
took place recently in 
Chiswick. 

And the success of the ven- 
ture, along with the progress 
of the re-ordering project, 
can be seen on TV’s Cash In 
the Attic series in May. 

Outreach in Abingdon 

FROM helping to fund a 
verger to extend St Nicolas’ 
witness in Abingdon by 
keeping its doors open to the 
public in the week, to equip- 
ping Cumnor parish to 
engage with young people, 
the Abingdon Deanery's 
'Intentionally Sharing Life' 
Grants have helped resource 
local churches to spread the 
gospel of God's love. The 
grants were funded by a 
rebate as a result of paying 
the Deanery share in full 
over a number of years. 



READERS' NOTICE BOARD 



PRIDE MOBILITY GOGO 4 Battery operated 4 wheel scooter, easily dismantled. 
Good condition. Cost £1 ,000 - will accept £500. 0118 9479455 

REVISED PSALTER/ASB 1988 58 copies Revised Psalter and 41 copies 
Sunday Service ASB 1988 - free for collection from St Mary's Cropredy. 

01295 758244 



FREE READER SERVICE 

Advertise household articles for sale or donation in The Door, or send personal 
messages of congratulations or sympathy to friends and family - for free! 
Simply fill in the form below and return it to us - we'll do the rest. 

Name 

Address : 



Post Code 

Telephone/Mobile 

Item, offer, description or message - up to a maximum of 20 words: 



Post to: 

The Door, 4th Floor, Central House, 142 Central Street, 
London, EC1V 8AR 

Space is limited and is offered on a strictly first come, first served basis. 
This is a reader service and does not extend to business sales of any sort. 



A heavenly host of angels 



IN our December issue we asked 
you to send in photographs of 
angels who graced your Nativity 
productions. 

Thanks then to the photogra- 
phers who captured these heaven- 
ly pictures: 

Above is a patient host of little 
angels waiting to take the stage in 
the Crib Service at St Mary The 
Virgin Church, Kirtlington on 
Christmas eve. 

Left is Pippa Woods, aged 10, 
looking angelic at Earley St 
Peter's Church, Earley. 

Now, cameras at the ready 
again for any shots of Easter 
parades or Holy Week productions 
at your churches. Send them in 
and we'll choose one or two to 
print. 



BYG & hungry 

YOUNGSTERS of BYG 

(Bloxham church's Youth 
Group) for Bloxham, 
Milcombe and South 
Newington, Oxfordshire, 
tasted nothing but hunger 
one weekend in February. 

The 'nil by mouth' diet 
was to support the World 
Vision 24-hour Famine. 

More than £500 was 
raised towards a food proj- 
ect in Keembe, Zambia 
After the famine came the 
feast for the Oxfordshire 
group as they celebrated at 
a BYG session. 



Speaking of retirement 

'HEALTH for the over 60s' is 
the subject of a talk to the 
Oxford Retired Clergy 
Association. 

The event on 8 March 
begins at 9.45am with Holy 
Communion in the Cathedral. 

Further talks for 2007 
cover William Morris; 
'Lambeth 2008 - unity or dis- 
unity?'; 'Bishop Leslie 
Newbiggin and the Mission 
to the West'; 'conflict resolu- 
tion - working with the deci- 
sion makers'; and a visit to 
Rousham Park. 

For details call Canon 
Roland Meredith on 01865 
880210. 



Time for walkies! 




DOG 

COLLAR 

WALK 



ABINGDON-BASED ReSource, which works to bring renew- 
al to people and churches, is asking dog owners to take a 
hike - as part of a brand new event called the Dog Collar 
Walk, raising money for local ministry. 

Money from the walks will be split equally between the 
local nominated church and ReSource - who provide sup- 
port, information and resources for the church minister. 

ReSource director, Martin Ca vender, says: This is a fan- 
tastic way of meeting new people (and dogs), building com- 
munity spirit, getting some exercise and showing that we 
care about the church and its ministry in this country.’ 

The Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Reading and 
himself a dog owner, told the DOOR: ‘As someone who reg- 
ularly trudges up and down the Thames towpath with our 
lively dog - half Collie, half weasel - I’m pleased to support 
this typically resourceful idea from ReSource to walk the 
dog and support our God both at the same time.’ 

To sign up and receive a Dog Collar Walk pack, call 
01235 553722 or email: office@resource-arm.net 



Terry feels the heat for cancer fund 



THE Revd Terry Smith of St Swithun’s 
Church, Kennington, will jet off this month 
from the cold English weather to the heat of 
Morocco. 

But this will be no holiday for Mr Smith 
as he will be taking part in the Marathon 
des Sables - the toughest footrace on earth. 
And at 68 years old he will be the oldest 
Brit in the race! 

In temperatures as high as 120 degrees 
fahrenheit he will run and walk over 15 1 
miles of uneven, rocky ground and sand 
dunes for six days, carrying his sleeping bag, 
food, clothes, medical kit and more in a 
back pack. 



Asked why he is taking part he says: ‘As 
T.S.Elliot says, “Only those who will risk 
going too far can possibly find out how far 
one can go’. 

‘I also want to be able to identify more 
with what Jesus went through in the wilder- 
ness, and to find out more about suffering, 
as it is at the heart of the Christian faith and 
I’m not altogether sure how that works.’ 

His own suffering in the race will help 
others as Mr Smith is raising money for the 
Kennington Cancer Fund. 

There’s still time to sponsor him by email- 
ing Ter.s@btinternet.com or calling for more 
information on 01865 735 1 35* 




Eco-column 



THE new Oxford Diocesan Environment 
Group (a sub-group of the Board of Social 
Responsibility) has created a colourful dis- 
play in Diocesan Church House on the 
poster boards you sweep past on your 
way to meetings.With the help of Selina 
Sugden the boards now expand the theme 
of the Fifth Strand of Mission. 

The first section follows the biblical 
concept that each part of creation has 
intrinsic value. The health of our planet is 
dependant on the interactions between 
God, humans and creation. When these 
relationships are good all creation flour- 
ishes. When our human relationships and 



those with God break down, then nature 
suffers the consequences. 

This is centred on Colossians 1:15,17: 
‘He is the image of the invisible God, the 
first born over all creation... He is before 
all things and in Him all things hold 
together.’ 

The final two boards look at practicali- 
ties. Firstly, the terrible damage being 
wrought by human abuse of nature and its 
impact on the poorest in the world. Then 
a call for environmental care to be part of 
our mission as Christians. 

If we lead more sustainable lifestyles, as 
the century becomes tougher we can 
demonstrate that a simpler lifestyle can be 
happier and healthier. Our hope is firm 
because we trust in Christ who holds all 
creation together. 

Revd Margot Hodson is Chaplain of Jesus 
College , Oxford and a member of Sage, 
Oxford's Christian environmental group. 
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God. in the life of ... 





PLANS for university and a veterinary career were cruelly 
dashed when teenage Jill Smith accepted a lift home from a 
dance on a friend's motorbike. She regained consciousness six 
weeks later in hospital to news that her injuries, sustained 
when the bike crashed, meant she would never walk again. 

As she focused her hopes on the doctors and nurses tending 
her, Jill says that faith didn't feature in her life then. But look- 
ing back, she says she can now see that God was always with 
her: 

'I was an angry and upset teenager then. I had to sell my 
ponies and couldn't do any of the normal things I had planned 
for my life. I felt a bit of a failure. Luckily the Lord had other 
ideas for me.' 

Although she didn't finally accept him into her life for many 
years, she believes she has been blessed many times, not least 
with the constant presence of husband Dan. 

X I was an angry and upset teenager then. I had 
to sell my ponies and couldn't do any of the 
normal things i had planned for my life. I felt a 
bit of a failure. Luckily the Lord had other 
ideas for me/ 



A churchgoing boy from her village, Dan recognised the 
wreckage of the motorbike and soon visited Jill as she conva- 
lesced. They got talking and were married a few years later. 

'He says he saw me unconscious and knew he had to look 
after me,' she smiles. The specially adapted home they now 
live in was built by Dan to give Jill as much independence as 
possible. 

The couple were also blessed with three healthy sons, Tim, 
Glen and Philip, despite Jill's injuries. But even this did noth- 
ing to ease the anger she felt: 

'I was frustrated that I couldn't do things with the boys that 
I wanted to and I hated being treated differently.' 

Things came to a head one day when her first son was 
small; 'Two window cleaners came to our bungalow and said 
they would only charge me half price because I was a cripple! 

'I was so furious with them, with everyone. It was awful. 
Then I heard Thought for the Day on the radio. It was a read- 
ing from Hebrews saying that we should welcome strangers 
who may be an angel in disguise. 

'It really struck a chord. These men might have done with- 
out tea that night because they only charged me half price. 
They did what they did with the best of intentions and I had 
just been furious at them.' 

Food for thought, but it wasn't until, with the boys all at 
school and a void in her days, she took up a neighbour's invi- 
tation to join her at church. 

‘I finally took notice of Him tapping me on the shoulder,’ 
she laughs. She found she enjoyed the service and the fact that 
people didn't stare at her. Gradually she became more 
involved with various prayer groups, listening to speakers, 
and general church life, until in 1980 she was asked to become 
a lay reader: 

'I talked to Dan about it and he said get on with it. So I did 
and was licensed in 1984. I preach in the Vale of the White 
Horse now, but at first, I used to go wherever they needed me 
in the deanery. I always thought I wouldn't enjoy preaching, 
but I love it.' 

Her wheelchair and in recent years her beloved flat-coated 
fetriever Kira, from Dogs for the Disabled, have opened doors 



in her ministry, she feels. Kira, especially, breaks down barri- 
ers as people 'will strike up conversation about her. 

She's also a good companion and handy around the house, 
picking up and fetching things for Jill, and even opening and 
shutting doors on command. Another blessing - so has find- 
ing God changed her outlook on life? 

'Oh definitely, yes! I feel more at peace and life has been so 
exciting. I never know what's going to happen next,' she says 
firmly. 

Not all that has happened has been easy to deal with. Jill 
suffered disappointment when a worship group's prayers that 
she would walk again didn't result in the healing she yearned 
for. 

She says, 'I was disappointed. I had gone home quite excit- 
ed that the prayers would be answered. They weren't, but I 
think, instead, God has healed me spiritually. I now look at 
life in a different way. I treasure the fact that I see so many 
wonderful things because I can sit 
and notice them. Now my priority 
isn't to walk again but to spread 
the word of God, and I can reach 
people in my ministry because of 
my disability.' 

Another blow came when Dan 
was diagnosed with leukaemia in 
1988. Through chemotherapy, 
bone marrow transplants and stem 
cell treatments, it is their faith and 
the prayers of their church fellow- 
ship that has given them the 
strength to battle on. 

X I think, instead, God has 
healed me spiritually. I 
now look at life in a dif- 
ferent way... Now my 
priority isn't to walk 
again but to spread the 
word of God, and I can 
reach people in my min- 
istry because of my dis- 
ability. 



Partners in ministry - Jill and Kira photo Frank Blackwell 



She says: 'It was so awful when 
Dan was first diagnosed, and then 
it came back in 1994. But I prayed 
and said that if God needed Dan 
then so be it. It lifted a care from 
my shoulders. But we're both still 
here.' 

And while they both still have 
health concerns, Jill is optimistic 
about the future: 

'A while ago at Lee Abbey in 
Devon I went to a service of 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit by a 
bishop from Hong Kong. 

'I told him about Dan and about 
my accident and he told me “Jill 
don't be afraid. God hasn't fin- 
ished with you yet”. And I don't 
think he has!' 



Is God calling 
you to serve him 
through ordained 
or other authorized 
ministry in the 
Church of England? 



Wherever you are 
on your vocational 
journey, CPAS 
You and Ministry 
weekends offer a 
unique opportunity to 
help you explore and 
clarify God's call. 



www.cpas.org.uk/ministry 



For more information, or to receive a brochure, 
contact Pauline Walden: 
pwalden@cpas.org.uk 
01926 458480 



Finding peace 

Left paralysed after a motorbike accident when she was just 
19-years-old, Jill Smith of Stanford in the Vale struggled for 
years to come to terms with her disability, until she finally 
found God. She tells Sally Jarman how faith has changed 
her life. 
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View from here 



Mental Slavery 



I notice a huge 
advert at 
Holborn tube 
station. Across 
the top it says, 

'There's more 
beneath the sur- 
face- Nigeria', 
and the image is 
of a lone tree in 
a landscape of 
semi-desert. Underneath, 
the caption reads, 

'Bitumen, coal, iron ore, 
gold, and lots more.' 

The advert was placed 
by an organisation promot- 
ing Nigeria as a place of 
investment opportunity, 
presumably targeting the 
UK business community. 
The deliberate omission of 
people from the picture is 
instructive (with a popula- 
tion of 130 million people, 
Nigeria is rich in humani- 
ty), as is the apparently 
deliberate decision to col- 
lude with (albeit ultimately 
to challenge) pre-existing 
western stereotypes of the 
African continent as an 
arid and empty wasteland. 

The advert set me won- 
dering what the equivalent 
marketing image might 
have looked like more than 
200 years ago before 
Nigeria was called 
'Nigeria' - when the 
transatlantic slave trade 
was at its height, and when 
people were the exploitable 
natural resource in a more 
obvious and straightfor- 
ward way than they are 
now. 

In contemplating the his- 
tory of the abolition of the 
slave trade, I've heard 
Christians express shock 
that some of their fore- 
bears-in-faith defended and 
upheld slavery. How could 
they acquiesce in some- 
thing that was so obviously 
wrong? How could they 
use the Bible to forge a 
theological conviction that 
certain people were marked 



for subjection, 
and others were 
marked to rule? 

But is this 
really so shock- 
ing? Two hun- 
dred years from 
now, how will 
our descendants- 
in-faith judge the 
way we engage 
with the normative values 
and assumptions of our 
age? 

Will they shake their 
heads in bemusement that 
we seemed to know the 
monetary cost of every 
thing, and the value of 
nothing beyond the materi- 
al? Will they be confused 
that we somehow thought 
human beings should be, 
first and foremost, self-suf- 
ficient and autonomous, 
and that therein lay 'free- 
dom'? Will they be scan- 
dalised that this meant we 
let our very old - the wise 
ones - to believe they were 
of no value to anyone? Will 
they scratch their heads 
that our sense of human 
identity seemed shackled to 
things that we owned, as 
though that were what 
really mattered? And will 
they look askance that we 
didn't seem to notice that 
the things we owned came 
anyway from unearned 
wealth - stolen from the 
faceless anonymous people 
who continued to die every 
day, like the slaves deprived 
of their names two hun- 
dred years before that. And 
will they wonder why we 
seemed to think that so 
much had changed between 
1807 and 2007? 

The question is: what is 
enslaving us now, who are 
we in turn enslaving, and 
what are we going to do 
about it? 

Alison Webster is the Social 
Responsibility Adviser for 
Oxford Diocese 




More Fairtrade tea vicar? 



The smell of fairly traded coffee beans and 
the clink of tea cups is in the air as churches 
in Oxford Diocese get ready for The Big 
Brew, the main event for this year's Fairtrade 
Fortnight. Maranda St John Nicolle explains 
how and why to get involved. 




MORE than 80 Anglican churches 
around the three counties will be brew- 
ing up Fairtrade tea and coffee as 
Oxford Diocese, in conjunction with 
Traidcraft, holds its first-ever ‘Big Brew’ 
from March 3rd to March 10th. 

To participate in the event, churches 
agree to hold a Fairtrade coffee morn- 
ing and to call it ‘The Big Brew.’ In 
return, they get free publicity materials, 
sponsored by Traidcraft; a low-cost 
catering pack if they wish it; and a won- 
derful opportunity for outreach and for 
sharing in the excitement of a diocese- 
wide occasion. 



Through Fairtrade, we have 
been able ... to improve the 
quality and quantity of our 
teas. We have opened new 
access roads to benefit all in 
the community, ... and added a 
new block to the local second- 
ary school/ 



Churches' creativity means that the 
coffee mornings are taking many differ- 
ent forms. Some parishes are doing spe- 
cial editions of after-service coffee, 
while others are offering stand-alone 
coffee mornings in aid of a specific 
cause. The benefice of Wargrave with 
Knowl Hill is holding Big Brews in 
home groups; St Nicolas, Newbury, is 



combining its 
Big Brew with 
an arts festival; 
a Fair Trade 
representative 
in the Botley 
Team is having 
an "at home" 
lunch and Fair 
Trade sale; and St Nicholas, Beedon, is 
holding a tea in a primary school. 

All of the activities are designed to 
heighten awareness of the benefits that 
Fairtrade brings to producers -- and 
how good Fairtrade products now taste. 
Fairtrade helps producers with product 
development, guarantees the rights of 
farmers and workers, and offers pro- 
ducers both a guaranteed fair price for 
their goods and a social premium for 
community development. The results 
benefit not only the producers but also 
their surrounding communities — and 
consumers. 

Silver Kasoro-Atwoki, a Uganda tea 
producer, noted: ‘Through Fairtrade, 
we have been able ... to improve the 
quality and quantity of our teas. We 
have opened new access roads to bene- 
fit all in the community, assisted in pro- 
viding primary healthcare through con- 
struction of health clinics and added a 
new block to the local secondary 
school.’ 

Many Oxford Diocese churches have 
long supported Fair Trade. Margaret 
Dykes of Chalfont St Giles, where the 
Big Brew will follow a Lenten Lunch, 



has been a Traidcraft Fair Trader for 
about twenty years. She explains: ‘I 
believe that it is important for our 
church to support Fair Trade because 
we pray to God every week to help the 
poor and the oppressed, and Fair Trade 
does do that for people around the 
world.’ 

The Big Brew not only reinforces the 
support already extant in congrega- 
tions, it also offers new opportunities 
for outreach. In Kintbury, the church is 
advertising their special post-service 
coffee, to be served from a poster-fes- 
tooned trolley, around the village and in 
the parish newsletter. And at Cogges, 
which is dedicating its monthly coffee 
morning as a Big Brew, Jackie Archer is 
emphasising the opportunity for ‘the 
neighbourhood to come in and see 
about Fairtrade.’ 

A full list of events will be available 
on the diocesan website or from 01865 
378059. And if you're church isn't 
doing anything this year, don't worry! 
Plans are already afoot for Big Brew 
2008. 

Maranda St John Nicolle is co-ordinator 
for Christian Concern for One World 



Fair Abingdon town 



IT’S official! Abingdon is a 
Fairtrade Town. 

Retailers and traders in the 
Oxfordshire town can be 
proud of their new status, 
which, among other criteria, 
applauds the wide use of 
fairly traded products sold or 
offered to customers. 

Chris Caddy, treasurer of 
the steering committee, The 
Abingdon Fair Trade Group, 
told the DOOR: ‘The idea 
started four years ago at the 



Abingdon Forum, organised 
by the Vale of the White 
Horse District Council. It 
was agreed that achieving 
Fairtrade status would be a 
boost in re-vitalising the 
town centre. 

‘We found that many estab- 
lishments already sold or 
offered Fairtrade products, 
so that was a good start.’ 

The next task, says Chris, is 
to find a suitable way of cel- 
ebrating the award! 



On-line help to find Fairtrade goods 

CHURCH of England curate, the Revd Simon Butler, was so 
frustrated by trying to find fairly traded goods and retailers 
that he has launched an on-line free searchable database of 
ethically-trading retailers and wholesalers. 

Mr Butler says: ‘As someone who is keen to buy fairly 
traded goods whenever I can, it frustrated me that it was so 
often difficult to track down appropriate shops and prod- 
ucts.’ 

www.tradingfairly.co.uk helps likeminded shoppers with a 
simple search facility, to view relevant retailers across the UK 
by geographical location, product lines or other criterior. 

Mr Butler will also supply churches with posters and post- 
cards to promote the site. Email Simon@TradingFairly.co.uk 
or call 07803 909284. 



Clergy News 

The Revd Mark Ackford, Assistant Curate, Bracknell Team Ministry, is 
to be Team Vicar, Bierton & Hulcott in the Aylesbury with Bierton & 
Hulcott Team Ministry; The Revd Richard Caddell, Team Vicar, St 
Thomas, Holtspur, Beaconsfield Team Ministry, is to be Priest in Charge, 
LAMP Group, Newport Deanery;The Revd Fred Dawson, Rector of St 
Michael, Tilehurst, Reading Deanery, is to be Priest in Charge, The 
Cotswold Edge benefice of Mickleton, Willersey, Saintbury, Weston-sub- 
Edge & Aston-sub-Edge, Gloucester Diocese;The Revd Catherine Dyer, 
Priest in Charge, Linslade, is to retire; The Revd Ian Fishwick, Parish 
Development Adviser, is to be Lead Organisation Consultant, South 



London and Maudsley Mental Health Trust; The Revd Jackie Gardner, 
Permission to Officiate, is to be NSM, Hanborough with Freeland, 
Woodstock Deanery; The Revd Fr Colin Griffiths, is given Permission 
to 0fficiate;The Revd Jonathan Herapath, Assistant Curate, Cowley St 
John, is to be Chaplain to the School of St Helen and St Katharine, 
Abingdon;The Revd Hugh Houghton, NSM, Birmingham Diocese, is to 
be NSM Headington Quarry, Cowley Deanery; The Revd Sebastian 
Jones, Vicar, All Souls South Ascot, Bracknell Deanery, is to retire; The 
Revd Susan Jones, NSM Assistant Curate, All Souls South Ascot, 
Bracknell Deanery, is to retire; The Revd Peter Knight, Team Vicar, 
Swindon West with the Lydiards, Bristol Diocese, is to be Priest in 
Charge, The Claydons;The Revd Canon Trevor Maines, NSM House for 
Duty Priest, Beedon and Peasemore with West Ilsley and Farnborough, 



and Brightwalton with Catmore, Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth and 
Fawley, is to retire, with Permission to Officiate; The Revd Canon Mark 
Oxbrow, International Director, Church Mission Society, is to also hold 
General Licence in Oxford; The Revd Gregory Platten, Curate, St 
John's Wood, is to be Assistant Priest at St Michael at the Northgate 
and Chaplain of Lincoln College; The Revd Dr Judith Thomas, NSM 
Curate, Wargrave with Knowl Hill, Sonning Deanery, has resigned; The 
Revd Howard Thornton, Chaplain to the University of Bedfordshire, 
Luton, is to be Team Rector, Cowley; The Revd David Wilbraham, Vicar, 
Guildford Diocese, is to be Thames Valley Police Chaplain;The Revd 
Juiia Wright, Assistant Curate, Bernwode, has resigned;The Revd 
Canon Kenneth Wright, has died; The Revd Dr Margaret Yee, 
Chaplain, Nuffield, is to be Senior Research Fellow of St Cross College. 
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to the editor 



Food for Thought 




FAITH is like a 
vegetable - very, 
very good for you 
but just plain 
unpalatable for some. In an 
increasingly secular society, 
bringing your Christian 
faith into a conversation 
can produce a reaction akin 
to telling someone you're 
an axe-wielding member of 
a cult sect, even among 
friends who should, hope- 
fully, know better! 

So what to 



BY 

THE ACTING 
EDITOR 



as carrot and 
coriander soup, it 
goes down a 
treat. I work on the 
principle that what they 
don't know won't hurt 
them. In fact it will be a 
positive boost to their well- 
being. 

It's the same with faith. 
Some people back away 
instinctively when God 
enters the conversation, 
even innocuously, wrapped 
in their pre- 



secular 

bringing 

Christian 



do? The 
incredibly 
simple 
answer, I’ve 
just realised, 
harks back to 
the aforesaid 
troublesome 
vegetable 
issue, and 
was inspired 
during mass- 
preparation 
of home- 
made soup 

last week 

ready for half-term lunches. 

I wasn't being a yummy 
mummy making my own 
soups and sauces - honestly. 
It was a cunning ruse to 
hide various veggie goodies 
at which I know one or 
other of my children will 
turn their noses up in hor- 
ror, such as courgettes, 
onions and sweet potato. 

They don't like lentils 
either (if asked), but when 
disguised in an innocent 
spaghetti tomato sauce, or 



In an increasingly 



society, 
your 
faith into 



a conversation can 
produce a reaction 
akin to telling 
someone you're an 
axe-wielding mem- 
ber of a cult sect. 



conceptions 
and suspi- 
cious of your 
intentions. I 
almost feel 
like apologis- 
ing for men- 
tioning it. 
But if they 
don't know 
he's there... 

I'm not 
planning to 
send sublimi- 

nal messages 

via their CD 
players and mobile phones, 
or anything suspicious. But 
if I live out the promises I 
make in Church each 
Sunday and in prayer, my 
everyday actions and words 
should be enough to show 
that God, like onion, is 
good for us. And, sur- 
rounded by the Love of 
God and its blessings, 
they're bound to feel the 
benefit, even if they can't 
quite put their finger on 
why at first. 



Christian priorities; men and church; women bishops; clergy workload 



A question of priorities 
HAVING reached my three 
score years and ten, I have 
served for many years on a 
number of committees. I 
have seen decisions of great 
import taken in a matter of 
minutes and have seen others 
deferred ad nauseam until 
despair sets in. The reasons 
are of course, 'priorities'. 

As followers of the way, 
what should our priorities 
be? Should they not be the 
spreading of the gospel, out- 
reach to the community, 
making premises suitable to 
fit the needs of those who 
serve and those who are 
served? 

Or perhaps, as some 
would believe; Keeping our 
ancient buildings just the 
way they have been for the 
last 500 years, preserving the 
dinosaur heating lest by 
installing new, we displace 
some piece of disintegrating 
timber or by disturbing an ill 
fitting door it may offend 
someone whose grandpar- 
ents always remembered it 
being like that. 

Do not misunderstand me, 
I love old things, buildings 
and grandparents. But how 
many of you fund raisers out 
there, who are struggling to 
bring new life to your church 
are being deferred, dioce- 
sanised and defeated not 
only by local councils but by 
those who are supposed to 
be walking along side us? 
How many of you out there 
who are sitting on commit- 
tees are letting your swords 
sleep in your hands? 

I am a sinner and therefore 
not always in tune with my 
Lord, but if he came to look 
around us with his clipboard 
and pencil I have a rough 
idea what he would think. 
David Heffer 
North Marston 

Why men hate church 

YESTERDAY we had one 

man among a congregation 



of twelve! Both our church 
wardens are women. 

My late husband was 
church warden for many 
years in this small village. 
Although quite old-fash- 
ioned he accepted change in 
the pattern of services, even 
the odd guitar and reluctant- 
ly 'The Peace', which he 
found a distraction. 

I wouldn't agree that 
singing turns men off. The 
men I know mostly enjoy the 
music and often sing in 
choirs. 

We certainly need more 
men in church and they are 
always made welcome (I had 
better not say with open 
arms, it may put them off!). 
June Peet 

Stadhampton, Oxfordshire 

Women Bishops 

IT has never been clear to me 
why after 2000 years of 
Christendom holding to the 
truth of St. Paul’s teaching, 
the majority of those in 
authority in the Church of 
England consider that parts 
of his teaching in the 21st 
century are passe. 

Take for example, the mat- 
ter of women being silent in 
church, women being subor- 
dinate to men and women 
not teaching men or having 
authority over them. 

Towards the end of 1 
Corinthians, chapter 14, 
where St. Paul deals with 
some of these things, he adds 
that what he has written is a 
command of the Lord and 
that if anyone does not 
recognise this, he is not 
recognised. 

I hope that you might be 
able to persuade someone in 
authority to explain to the 
rest of us why some in the 
Anglican Church regard 
parts of the Word of God to 
be out-of-date or to be inap- 
plicable to the 21st century. 

There are those, who claim 
that women in holy orders 
can be just as good at the job 



as men, but that is not the 
point. The point is simply 
‘what does God want’. 

F H Flory 

Amersham, Bucks 

DR Bacon (Letters, 
December 2006) says, quite 
rightly, that there are plenty 
of examples of the Lord 
using women, but he also 
claims that he did not use 
them as apostles or priests. 

It is certainly true that he 
did aet use them as priests, 
but then he did not use men 
in this role, ^either; on Dr 
Bacon's argument we should 
have no priests at all! 

As far as the role of apos- 
tle is concerned, it is difficult 
to be sure who these days 
could lay claim to that title. 
It is, though, worth drawing 
attention to Paul's great list 
of greetings and commenda- 
tions in Romans 16, where 
among many people, both 
men and women, are 
Phoebe, a deacon, and Junias 
who is 'prominent among 
the apostles'. I prefer to base 
my support for women 
priests and bishops, not on 
an 'interpretation to catch up 
with modern thinking' but 
upon St Paul's great words to 
the Galatians: ‘There is no 
longer Jew or Greek, there is 
no longer slave or free, there 
is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in 
Christ Jesus.’ 

Dr Bacon and his wife 
understandably sought a 
church 'open to the Holy 
Spirit'. I have seen the Holy 
Spirit at work in the women 
priests that I have been priv- 
ileged to meet and with 
whom I have had the oppor- 
tunity to share God's work. 
David Exham 
Witney 



Clergy workload 

IN response to the letter 
(December 2006) citing 'cler- 
gy overload' as the reason 
for a proposed reduction in 



services within the Beedon 
benefice, can I first say that 
change of this nature is often 
difficult and those difficulties 
are being addressed pastoral- 
ly within the benefice. 

I would not normally 
respond publicly, but I feel 
that this is an issue that is 
affecting many other parish- 
es and it may be that some- 
thing can be gained from a 
wider discussion. 

Firstly, the proposals for 
change flow from a desire to 
divert energy towards mis- 
sion and away from a pat- 
tern of services which no 
longer meets the needs of the 
communities that the 
churches serve - i.e. those 
people outside and on the 
fringes of the church, and 
have nothing to do with cler- 
gy overload. 

Secondly, no-one is being 
deprived of 'support and 
refreshment'. The proposals 
provide for preaching and 
worship in the benefice sev- 
eral times every Sunday and 
an opportunity for strength- 
ening of community as we 
worship together across the 
benefice. 

Finally, this diocese has a 
track record of providing 
excellent training for lay 
people of both short and 
longer duration, to meet the 
needs and availability of a 
wide range of circumstances. 
The training is there if lay 
people are prepared to come 
forward and take advantage 
of it. In normal circum- 
stances, there should not be 
an expectation that lay or 
ordained ministers should be 
parachuted in from else- 
where, except during inter- 
regna or to cover sickness or 
holidays. Although, even 
were there to be a plethora 
of trained local laity, it could 
not be right to use them to 
prop up a system which is no 
longer fit for purpose. 

Denise Brown 
NSM Beedon benefice 



Multi-media 
m u s i n g s 

News and reviews past and present by 
Diocesan Webmaster, Phil Hind 



BLOOD Diamond, showing in our cinemas this month, is set in 
the chaos of Sierra Leone during the recent civil war. 

In the diamond centres of Europe executives keep the price of 
diamonds artificially high by keeping newly mined diamonds off 
the market. The trade in smuggled diamonds feeds the conflict 
as gangs of rebels, consisting largely of child soldiers, fight for 
control of the diamond mines. 

Solomon Vandy (Djimon Hounsou), a fisherman captured by 
rebel forces and made to work in a diamond mine, impulsively 
hides a huge rough pink diamond. An attack by government sol- 
diers enables him to bury the diamond then escape, keeping the 



location but not the discovery a secret. 

Later, in a Freetown jail, he encounters cynical diamond smug- 
gler Danny Archer (Leonardo diCaprio) and they become unlike- 
ly partners in a quest to locate both the diamond and Vandy's son 
Dia, recruited as a child soldier. 

The action set pieces are impressive and the performances ter- 
rific. DiCaprio, with a blunt but endearing cynicism is especially 
good. 

So far, so formulaic. But this is old fashioned James Bond - 
style action adventure set in the context of a very recent, very 
real conflict. What sets this film apart from the equally violent 
but more earnest exposition of war 'Saving Private Ryan' is the 
proximity of the conflict to our own times and the the fact that 
the director is unclear whether he is trying to thrill or educate us. 

This is not standard Hollywood moralising. The thrill of the 
chase here sickens us by being set amid so perfect a representa- 
tion of human suffering. Of course, manipulation of the audience 
reaction is the raison d'etre of any film director. But in Blood 
Diamond it is harder to dismiss what we would ordinarily dismiss 
as movieland artifice. 



Webwatch 

A London vicar has become an unlikely Internet star through the 
posting of an 'inflammatory' video on the YouTube website. 

Graham Kings of St Mary's Church in Islington, London was 
giving a Christmas sermon when he accidentally set his notes on 
fire and quipped 'Let there be light!'. The video has had 20,000 
views to date: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwd05n-uHF8 

News Headlines 

Every day we sort the latest local and national religious news 
headlines and email them out to our mailing list, if you would like 
to get the daily headlines contact: 
webmaster@oxford.anglican.org 

100 Years Ago 

March 1907, Oxford Diocesan Magazine 
On Sunday February 17th, the Bishop of Oxford preached at 
Holy Trinity Church, Oxford, at a special service to men on 'The 
Temptations of Life.' The church was filled to its utmost capac- 
ity by an interested congregation. 
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Is your church fit for 



We asked three churches why they altered their historic buildings and how it has worked 



Change without tears 
- advice from the DAC 

Bv Mary Saunders. Diocesan Advisory Council (DAC) 

IT’S obvious that sometimes congregations will feel their 
ancient churches no longer meet the demands of worship 
today - they were built for generations with very different 
ideas about the way to ‘do’ church. 

Neither are churches today an automatic centre of a. 
parish, making it necessary for churchgoers to look out- 
wards at how their building (as well as their actions) can 
attract and provide for the wider community. 

But it can be daunting to consider change, with a number 
of bureaucratic hoops to jump through and organisations 
to satisfy, not to mention raising money for the project. 

It also surprises many Parochial Church Councils (PCCs) 
how many non-churchgoers will have strong opinions on 
what is done with the building itself! 

But if your church has a strong vision for changes that 
will help it to better serve its community today and into the 
future, don’t be put off. After all, it is our Christian duty to 
love and honour all our neighbours. 

There are some simple rules to that will help you achieve 
your aim with the least possible trauma. 

Firstly, be patient. Few re-ordering projects get through 
the process in a matter of weeks or months. Most run into 
a year or more by the time you have been through public 
consultations and liaised with the DAC, amenity societies 
such as English Heritage, and the community. 

Look beyond the project to what you will do 
with your new-look building, how you will 
promote it and attract and enable the whole 
community to make best use of it. 

Be clear what your church wants to achieve. Carry out an 
audit asking: ‘Who we are, what we have, where we would 
like to go, and how this fits in with the church community 
and wider community’. 

Talk to parish and district councillors, congregations and 
the secular community about what is lacking, then ask 
whether it’s possible and appropriate for the church to step 
in. It’s no use planning a wonderful new space to house a 
toddler group, concerts and meetings, if a new hall has just 
been built with those facilities nearby. 

Make early contact with relevant amenity societies and 
the district council for surveys that will throw up possible 
problems with your plans - better now than later. Being 
clear about the history of the building will also help with 
your Statement of Significance in which you must describe 
the building and how it has been developed. 

A feasibility study of how you will fund and manage the 
project will help you prepare your Statement of Needs - a 
sort of business plan. Forms and advice on these statements 
are available from the DAC (see the Diocesan Yearbook). 

It is so important to find the right architects for your 
project. Make sure they understand the need for connection 
between the old and the new, as well as knowing about cur- 
rent ^legislation on issues such as disabled access. 

The DAC looks for design that works with the grain of 
the building and is sympathetic to the liturgy. We should 
honour and respect our ancestors as well as providing for 
present and future generations. 

Finally, always keep in mind that re-ordering is only 
worthwhile if it makes your church more meaningful, rele- 
vant and attractive. Look beyond the project to what you 
will do with your new-look building, how you will promote 
it and attract and enable the whole community to make best 
use of it. 



History not forgotten in contemporary makeover at Cogges, Witney 



THE Revd Andrew Sweeney is delighted with the results of the 
£180,000 re-ordering of 900-year-old St Mary's Church in 
Cogges, Witney last year. 

The aim was to create a contemporary feel, but also to be 
in sympathy with the church’s history. 

He told the DOOR: ' I wanted to make a statement to the 
parish that the church was accessible and the restoration and 
re-ordering was symbolic of that. We have tried to remain 
sympathetic to the building and the needs of worshippers at 
the different services, while removing physical barriers to wor- 
ship, making the church lighter, warmer and more welcoming. 
The congregations have been very supportive.’ 

The project was funded by grants and donations raised in 
just eight months. 

The Victorian parquet floor has been replaced by limestone 
with underfloor heating that, it is planned, will be powered by 
a 'green' ground-source heat pump. Hardwood movable 
chairs sport a design mirroring the shape of the church win- 
dows. 

But the huge Victorian organ, which blocked light in the 
14th century Blake Chapel, has been replaced by a specially- 
made electronic organ, also freeing up space for worship in 
the chapel for the first time in 150 years. 

Mr Sweeney says: 'We have been careful to consult people 
all through the process and I'm glad to say that so far there 
haven't been many complaints. 




Our family services regularly attract around 180 people, 
and before re-ordering it sometimes felt so crowded that peo- 
ple were put off. Now there's space to seat 250 comfortably. 

'It's early days yet and we are still working out the best way 
to do certain things, but I think it has made the church fit for 
worship in the 21st century.' 

The next phase of St Mary's makeover is to install a sound 
and vision system and improve lighting 'so that everyone can 
see and hear the services at all times, and so that we can pres- 
ent the message of the Gospel in a contemporary way.' 



Youthful update for historic St Laurence’s 



RE-ORDERING in St Laurence's Church, 
Reading, in 2004 had a very clear aim... 

The Revd Chris Russell explains: 'In the 
late 1990s a Deanery review decided that St 
Laurence's, which had a faithful but very 
small congregation at the time, with very lit- 
tle movement, would be best used to reach 
out to unchurched young people in the area. 



Although St Laurence's has been 
made habitable and hospitable to 
young people it is still definitely a 
church building, with historic roots 
as part of Reading Abbey, and not 
a youth club. 



'Whereas in most parish churches the mis- 
sion is for the parish, our missiological focus 
is on young people and all we have done in 
physically re-ordering and in changes to serv- 
ices reflects that.' 

Having said that, Mr 
Russell says that though St 
Laurence's has been made 
habitable and hospitable to 
young people it is still defi- 
nitely a church building 
with historic roots as part 
of Reading Abbey, and not 
a youth club. 

'When I arrived in 2001 
to steward the deanery's 
vision, the church, as a 
building, wasn't enabling 
its mission. It was working 
against us. So re-ordering 



was necessary. We created separate spaces in 
what is a huge building, removed the pews, 
put in a new wooden floor, and installed a 
kitchen and loos. But all the partitioning is 
free-standing so it doesn't invade the original 
structure at all.' 

Re-ordering meant the church could host a 
variety of activities for young people through 
the week. Services were changed to reflect the 
mission, says Mr Russell, 'making it clear 
who we are and what we do'. 

And it seems to be working. St Laurence's 
now attracts around 200, often unchurched, 
young people every week in different activi- 
ties, as well as Sunday congregations of 50 in 
the morning and around 40 in the evening. 

And it's not an exclusively young congrega- 
tion at services says Mr Russell, some adults 
enjoy the youthful style of worship and 
attend regularly. 

Now, church and mission are working 
together once more. 




Tips from 
the churches 

PRAY together about the 
best way forward for your 
church, and for guidance 
through the process. 

Be sure re-ordering is 
part of the future vision for 
your church and not just a 
maintenance exercise. 

Be clear, as a church 
about who you are, what 
you do and what you want 
to achieve. 

Consult with the church 
and wider communities 
from the beginning, and 
keep them well-informed 
throughout the project. 

Choose your architects 
carefully. They must be on 
the same wavelength, 
understand historic build- 
ings, and be able to trans- 
late your vision into a fea- 
sible design. 

Involve the DAC early in 
your planning. 

Appoint one person - a 
clerk of works - to manage 
the project and a commit- 
tee with a clearly defined 
role to keep it on track and 
liaise with the wider con- 
gregation and community. 

Compile a realistic 
fundraising plan and 
appoint a fundraising com- 
mittee to provide focus and 
energy. 
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Re-ordering our churches 





worship? 

practically and spiritually 

Meeting the spiritual needs of Loudwater 



ST PETER’S Church in Loudwater, Buckinghamshire, closed 
its doors for a £0.5million re-ordering of its worship space in 
February last year. 

The aim was 'to put St Peter's back into the heart of the 
community' says the Revd Tim Butlin; 'Now, after a huge 
amount of work, the church building has been transformed 
into a place fit for the 21st century, for all the community.' 

In nine months the 200-year-old Georgian church (with a 
Victorian ‘bolted-on’ extension) had screens removed to let in 
more light, floors levelled to aid disabled access, 1950s fixed 
pews replaced by chairs, a new platform to replace a stage 
restricted by the pulpit, and a new audio visual system 
installed. A new glass entrance and windows let more light in 
as well as revamping the external look of the building to make 
it more welcoming. 

Mr Butlin justified the changes to the Grade II listed build- 
ing saying: 'We believe that all of the changes have been made 
in a style sympathetic to the original Georgian building. 
However, the church was built to worship God, rather than as 
a memorial to be preserved in aspic! 

'Successive generations have tried to keep the facilities rele- 
vant to its community... Our mission is to help people relate 
to Jesus and to do that we need to be able to relate to them.' 

Peter Loadman, a former churchwarden who was involved 
in the project, said feedback had been positive with people 
commenting on how light and welcoming the church felt now. 

Before the changes some 40 per cent of the ground floor 
was unusable space. The new internal layout had 'freed the 
worship' he believed and had been uplifting. There had even 



been space to host a full- 
immersion baptism. 

The long-term plan at St 
Peter's is to involve more of 
the village in future projects, 
developing other community 
facilities on the site such as a 
coffee shop. 

Although re-ordering has 
been costly, Mr Butlin says: 

'A project of this scale, which 
will have impact for years to 
come, cannot be done on the 
cheap. 

‘All of the money has been 
raised by donations from the 
congregation.We have given 
10 per cent of all the money 
raised to mainly overseas 
Christian charities, which is a way of supporting those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

‘However, our main purpose for being here is to meet the 
spiritual needs of Loudwater.' 

In the church's impressive building project newsletter to 
keep the community informed, Kelly Young writes: 'This 
building project is a real encouragement for me... I get to meet 
a lot more people and God's power has been more visible in 
the past six months in the church than it has been since I start- 
ed going.' 



Above, a full-immersion bap- 
tism is just one of the things 
St Peter's has been able to 
offer after re-ordering freed 
up both space and worship. 

Right, before re-ordering the 
church could get cramped 
and crowded. 



3 



The new Principal of St John's College is setting out to provide 
“ mission-shaped training for a mission-shaped church”. 

Drawing on his training in astrophysics and theology and his passion for communicating the 
Christian faith, David Wilkinson has published books on Stephen Hawking and Star Wars. He’s 
determined that students trained at Cranmer Hall, (within St John's College) should be able to make 
clear connections between historic faith and contemporary culture. “We find ourselves faced with 
new challenges and engaging in new forms of mission. The church is speaking into a media- 
dominated culture. So we take communication seriously, we take biblical literacy seriously, we take 
leadership and practical theology seriously”. 

David views on the formation of ministers were forged during almost ten years spent ministering in 
inner-city Liverpool. “Cranmer is a place where ministers can be formed by being encouraged and 
built up in their own identity and in their own sense of God at work in Jesus. It's also a place where 
we foster a sense of daring and risk, the ability to dream dreams and see visions.” 

Cranmer's historic location contributes to its training role. The college is set in the heart of Durham 
city, where ministerial students are sharpened by their day to day life alongside students of the 
world-class university. “To some people, Durham seems like the end of the earth. But when 
students come here and see the castle and the cathedral, many of them immediately fall in love with 
the place. And Durham is located in the heart of the northweast of England, a place of beautiful 
countryside, and yet a place facing church decline, with real issues of poverty and social injustice. 
So students who come here discover the beauty of Durham, but are also be challenged by the real 
issues the north east faces. And for many students - and indeed for me - that gives depth to 
spirituality.” 

“We want to recapture the historic sense of what it means to be an evangelical. That is an 
emphasis upon the scriptures, an emphasis upon mission and an emphasis particularly on a 
relationship with Jesus that informs worship and spirituality. But we're also open - because this is a 
place where we value diversity. That's seen in our commitment to ecumenism, where Anglicans, 
Methodists and Roman Catholics study together, pray together, eat together, and it's seen in the 
diversity of gender, social backgrounds and church traditions that are represented in our students. 

All are welcome to come and study here.” 




David Wilkinson's latest book Life, the 
Universe and Everything (Inspire, £4.99). is a 
collection of meditations drawn from 
contemporary culture. Cranmer Hall is 
offering a free copy of the book to anyone 
attending a Bishops' Advisory Panel in 2007. 
To receive your copy, or have one sent to a 
friend who is considering ordination, please 
call Val Strickland on 0191 334 3894. 




In the place where the Bible was first translated 
into English... we are translating it afresh into 
21st Century culture. 






Mission-shaped 

training 







■ • Leadership 

• Practical theology 

• Preaching and communication 

• Full and part-time training for ministry 










CtP_4 1st 
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Practically a 
woman bishop 

In the third of our four-part series looking at the debate on women bishops, we explore the practi- 
cal implications for the Church of England in welcoming women to the episcopate. Both of our 
contributors this month have first-hand experience of differing reactions by parishes to women 
clergy - the Revd Sue Booys is Team Rector of the large Dorchester team of parishes, while the 
Revd Andrew Burnham is a 'flying bishop' for parishes which do not accept women priests. 



Church must commit to exploration without protectionism 



By the Revd Sue Boovs 

THE legislation for the 
ordination of women as 
priests and the associated 
Act of Synod leaves a very 
specific legacy as we explore 
the possibility of women 
bishops in the Church of 
England. 

It represents an intention 
to ensure that, despite a clear 
decision to ordain women as 
priests, we remain a broad 
church. 

Thus financial provision 
was made for priests to leave 
the Church of England and 
ecclesiological provision for 
those who remained to be 
cared for by a sympathetic 
bishop. This measure 
allowed valued friends and 
colleagues to remain within 
this diocese and for that I 
give wholehearted thanks! 

However, by enshrining in 
legislation such provision for 
one group the Church that 
agreed to ordain women has 
legislated to exclude them. 

As we move to consider 
the ordination of women to 
the episcopate, the practical 



issues focus around whether 
our primary intention is pro- 
tectionism or exploration. 

The pattern of Synodical 
process over the past five 
years or so has been explo- 
ration. 



The simplest state- 
ment of legislation we 
can manage could be 
accompanied by a 
code of practice with- 
in which everyone 
agrees to work; show- 
ing respect for one 
another and seeking 
to discover through 
experience how the 
practical issues can 
be tackled. 

A series of bishops have 
chaired working groups with 
the result that very different 
people have met and held 
very difficult, honest and 
often potentially fruitful, 



conversations. But whenever 
their suggestions become 
proposals, protective 

instincts come to the fore 
and rather than look for a 
compromise the question is 
asked: ‘will this compromise 
me?’ 

Sometimes simplicity 
rather than complexity is the 
answer. The simplest state- 
ment of legislation we can 
manage could be accompa- 
nied by a code of practice 
within which everyone 
agrees to work; showing 
respect for one another and 
seeking to discover through 
experience how the practical 
issues can be tackled. 

General Synod has, most 
unusually, established a 
working group to work 
towards legislation for 
women bishops without hav- 
ing given precise direction 
about the legislation. 

This is a commitment to 
exploration and requires of 
us that we have genuinely 
open conversations that 
„ explore possibilities rather 




than seeking to protect our 
own position. 

As we explore these issues 
we need a theological as well 
as a practical starting point - 
how can we express the 
Body of Christ in a way that 
gives honour to all those 
within it? 

Sue Booys is Team Rector 
of the Dorchester Team of 
churches in Oxfordshire. 

She was a member of the 
Vacancy -in-See Committee 
which began the process of 
finding a successor to Bishop 
Richard last year, and is a 
member of General Synod. 



The three possibilities 

Bv the Rt Revd Andrew Burnham. Bishop of Ebbsfleet 



As a new Bishop of Oxford 
arrives, there is a fresh 
opportunity to think what a 
bishop is. This in turn may 
illuminate some of the issues 
we face in the women bishop 
debate. 

Ignatius, St Peter’s succes- 
sor as Bishop of Antioch, 
taught that every city has its 
Bishop. When the Bishop 
celebrates the eucharist, his 
presbyters and deacons and 
people gather round the 
table in unity. The bishop is 
not only the sign of unity for 

this, the local 

church; he is a 
link with other 
bishops, other 
local churches 
across the 
world and 
back to the 

apostles. The 

bishops, then, are a focus of 
unity. 

In practice, things have 
not quite worked out that 
way. The episcopate is not 
one: RC, Orthodox and 
Anglican bishops are not in 
communion with one anoth- 
er. We don’t have one bish- 
op per city: for example, the 
Bishop of Reading is a suf- 
fragan - an assistant - to the 
Bishop of Oxford. 

Not all Anglican bishops 
recognise each other: women 
bishops from other Anglican 
provinces can’t lawfully min- 
ister as bishops in England. 
We have archbishops as well 
and, somewhat controver- 
sially, provincial episcopal 
visitors, such as myself, who 
minister on behalf of the 
Archbishop. 

At present all Church of 
England bishops recognise 
one another’s authority and 



The work of 
Christians together 
ought to transcend 
denominational and 
theological divisions. 



orders. As we discuss the 
issue of women bishops, we 
face three possibilities. Since 
some evangelicals and anglo- 
catholics don’t recognise 
women bishops as scriptural, 
one possibility is not to pro- 
ceed with women bishops. 

A second possibility is to 
say that justice requires us to 
have women bishops and 
that those who disagree 
should come to terms with 
this or leave the Church of 
England. 

A third - and this is what 

the Bishop of 

Manchester’s 
Group is 
presently 
exploring - is 
to say that the 
Church of 
England could 

function with 

a divided episcopate. 

For some, this third solu- 
tion - though drastic - is 
simply to recognise that the 
Church of England is part of 
a divided Church. For oth- 
ers, this third solution gives 
us an episcopate so different 
from that of apostolic times 
that we should have ceased 
to be a church and become a 
federation. That in itself 
might not be entirely regret- 
table: the work and witness 
of Christians together ought 
to transcend denominational 
and theological divisions. In 
any event, it is surely time to 
move on beyond the family 
row and get on with the job 
of proclaiming the gospel! 

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet is 
the Provincial Episcopal 
Visitor for Oxford diocese - 
a ‘ flying bishop 9 created to 
look after parishes which do 
not accept women clergy. 



Arts extra 



Calvary conning to Windsor 



RIDING Lights Theatre 
Company will be in 
Windsor on Sunday 25 
March as part of its nation- 
al tour of ‘Calvary’ which 
will end in York Minster on 
Good Friday. 

The performance at 
6.30pm is at Windsor Parish 
Church in High Street, 



Windsor. 

The Revd Ainsley Swift 
advised people to book early 
to avoid disappointment as 
Riding Lights have a reputa- 
tion of stunning Christian 
drama. 

For tickets (£5) call the 
Revd Mary Barnes on 
01753 861757. 



Be informed - books on the slave trade 



; ABOLITION! by Richard 

1 Reddie offers a compelling 

2 account of the slave trade 
* and the struggle to bring it 
I to an end and includes the 

Africans’ contributions to 
their own liberation. Price 
£9.99. 



And ‘William Wilberforce’ 
is a lively new biography of 
the leader of the Abolitionist 
Movement, by journalist and 
church historian Stephen 
Tomkins. Price £8.99. 

Both are published by Lion 
books. 



Bible stories 
on CBBC 

BBC children’s channel, 
CBBC, is to screen a 13-part 
Biblical animation series on 
weekday lunchtimes from 12 
to 23 March. 

Friends and Heroes was 
created by Oxford 
Methodist minister, the Revd 
Brian D Brown, and will tell 
children well-loved Bible sto- 
ries such as Daniel in the 
Lion’s Den, and the Prodigal 
Son, in 3D computer-gener- 
ated animation. 

Each episode includes a 
story from each of the Old 
and New Testaments. 

Brian, who was executive 
producer for the 1990s ‘The 
Storykeepers’ series, says he 
is delighted once again tO 
bring the Bible into millions 
of homes. 




Christ in the wilderness discussed at The Town Hall, Reading 



AN exhibition of paintings by famous 
local artist Sir Stanley Spencer explor- 
ing Christ's time in the wilderness 
before the beginning of his ministry, is 
on display at the Museum of Reading 
until 22 April. 

Called 'Stanley Spencer: Painting 
Paradise', it focuses on a series of pic- 
tures of Christ painted by Spencer, of 
Cookham, Berks, in 1939, in which he 
imagines Christ in the wilderness. 

His original intention was to paint 40 
pictures, one for each day of Lent. In 
the end only nine were completed. 

On Saturday 10 March in The Town 
Hall, Victoria Hall, in Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of 
Reading, will give his personal response 
to some of the paintings in the series. 

The talk is free but the museum says 
advance booking is essential. Call 0118 
939 9880.. 

For more details on the talk or exhi- 
bition see www.readingmuseum.org.uk 
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Marston makes the wheels go round 



A COLLECTION of shoes from 
Christians around the world 
(right), each with the story of 
what it means for that person 
to believe in Christ, formed a 
stirring exhibition at Oxford’s 
Wesley Memorial Church as 
part of The Chaplains’ 
Mission to the University of 
Oxford this year. The theme of 
the mission, from 30 January 
to 2 February, was Jesus 
Christ - Suffering and Glory. 



Masi tells Kidlington about life in South Africa with HIV 



ST MICHAEL’S Church, in 
New Marston, has joined 
forces with women thou- 
sands of miles away to make 
life sustainable in Adyaka, 
near the Equator in Uganda. 

A total of £3,000 has so 
far been raised with events 
such as a sponsored 13-hour 
pool marathon (nicknamed 
pots and noodles!) by grand- 
mother Jennie Bridge and 1 5 
year-old Laurence Whittaker 
(pictured below). 

Churches in Marston are 
raising funds for the 
Dongpacu Adyaka/Marston 
Mill Project to build a maize 
mill and store. 



The project forms part of 
the ‘Dongpacu’ movement, 
started by the women of 
Adyaka to meet the needs of 
their people and boost 
morale after years of rebel 
activity to the north has seen 
businesses, medical and edu- 
cation services move into the 
big towns, leaving the small- 
er ones without education, 
health care, or employment. 

Dongpacu Co-ordinator, 
Doreen Opwoya, keeps 
Marston informed. At 
Christmas she wrote: ‘We 
have started the foundation 
work... It has been so costly 
given the type of soil we are 



building on... Our humble 
request to you our friends is 
that you could, kindly help 
us and release part of the mill 
fund so that we complete the 
foundation and raise the 
wall. The mill house... will 
be able to accommodate a 
three-phase machine and a 
small store,’ 

Funds will be released to 
get the mill wheels turning. 
Elaine Parry, project secre- 
tary in Marston says: ‘A 
Marston representative will 
visit Adyaka in the Spring, 
acting as a direct contact. He 
would help the women learn 
to use the digicam effectively 
(sent last year by St 
Nicholas’ Church, Old 
Marston), as a means of 
communication with us and 
also providing visual materi- 
al to help generate interest in 
Oxford. The women of 
Adyaka are an inspiration to 
us.’ 

For more information visit 
www.media.cofeguildford.or 
g.uk 



HIV victim, Masi Cowper, 
who received a Nelson 
Mandela Health and Human 
Rights Award for her courage 
in talking openly about her 
condition, and her tireless 
work to help others with the 
virus to live useful lives, 
joined the congregation of St 
Mary's Church, Kidlington, 
recently to talk about 'love 
and its connection to life 



and, in the context of HIV, 
death.' 

In a moving and powerful 
address, Masi, who grew up 
in the Johannesburg town- 
ship of Soweto, described the 
horrifying way in which stig- 
ma blocks action in both the 
prevention and treatment of 
HIV/AIDS - the disclosure of 
a 'positive' status can lead to 
violent treatment or even 



total abandonment by family 
and community. 

Kathryn Ellis of St Mary's, 
says Masi is also Visiting their 
church’s link parish of All 
Saints, Montshiwa, in 
Kimberley and Kuruman, 
South Africa, about possible 
projects involving the two 
communities addressing the 
AIDS situation in the area. 




Congratulations to our DOOR competition winners 

Thanks to all who took the time to enter our competitions. We received a particularly large number of entries for the Lent Crossword. 
Lion pocket books of Life’s Big Questions: Hannah Perry, Headington, Oxford; Betty Hennessy, Newbury, Berks; Patricia Pulford, 
Kidlington, Oxford; Mrs A Williams, Aylesbury, Bucks; Mrs Pauline Roberts, Datchet, each receive a set of the books. 

Lent crossword: Mr L Burling, from Henley-on-Thames, receives a copy of the biography of Lord Harries of Pentregarth, by John 
Peart-Binns 



Recipe by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Stuffed plaice with prawn sauce 



1 made this dish recently when friends came to lunch. It isn't 
as difficult as it sounds and most of it can be prepared in 
advance. I made the egg whites in to a meringue with some 
whipped cream and raspberries for pudding. It was a lovely 
meal! 

Ingredients 

4 medium plaice fillets, skinned 

4 medium sized mushrooms < 

2 large slices of wholemeal bread 
2 egg yolks 

1 tsp freshly chopped parsley 
1 heaped tsp fresh chopped dill 
1 tsp fresh tarragon 
1/2 tsp powdered fennel 
1 medium sized onion 
1 packet prawns 
1/2 lemon 

1 rounded tbsp cornflour 

2 oz butter or margarine 

2 tbsp white wine (or if not, 1 tbsp white wine vinegar or 
cider vinegar with ltbsp water) 

1 cup of water 
1 fish stock cube 
A little salt and pepper 
1/4 pint milk 

Method 

Make the fish stock by mixing the water, lemon juice and its 
skin with the skins from the plaice. (To skin them, take a 
sharp knife and holding the tail end slide the knife towards 
the top. The edges of the fish will stay on the skin.) 

Put the skins in a saucepan and add the wine and fennel 
seeds. Bring to the boil and then simmer for a while until it 




Make the stuffing by crumbling the bread to crumbs and 
adding all the herbs, finely chopped mushrooms and the 
chopped onion. Stir in the egg yolks. If you have a mixer 
it's much easier. 

Then take the plaice fillets, cut them in half long ways and 
spread with the stuffing and a couple of prawns chopped up 
for each fillet. 

Roll them up and secure with a cocktail stick. 

Butter a casserole dish with a little butter and pour a little of 
the fish stock in and place the fish in it. Cook in a moderate 
oven for about 20 minutes. 

Make a white sauce with the remaining stock and the milk 
with the cornflour and butter. 

Stir in the rest of the prawns, bring to the boil until thick- 
ened. 

Pour over the stuffed fish and serve with new potatoes and 
spinach or broccoli or peas. 



Fair Trade Crossword 




Across 

1. Position by planet developing 
(5,5) 



Down 

1. Met to consider form of emblem? 
(5) 



7. Best result, most to be expected 2. Miriam begs relief of footwork 



(7) 



(4) 



8. Tread warily for exchange (5) 

10. Glory, notoriety (4) 

11. Footwear heard speeds intro- 
duction to philosopher (8) 

13. Politician in Ireland gains 
extensive domain (6) 

15. Fruity granny gets lost in 
sheepish expression (6) 

17. Aristocrat, rather dull, comes 
to tea (4,4) 

18. Frost gets back to Arab leader 
(4) 

21. Menu, biased, conceals ancient 
region (5) 

22. Peaceful ocean (7) 

23. Girl, head of country in eastern 
Europe (10) 



3. A foal perhaps or a plum (6) 

4. Sudden beginning or infection 
( 8 ) 

5. Page gets a drink (4, 3) 

6. Aromatic beverage raises pulse 
(6,4) 

9. Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania 
mostly (4, 6) 

12. For good measures, losing me 
on computers, but comeback on 
TV (8) 

14. Average type can tell story (7) 
16. Capsicum or hot stuff (6) 

19. If am a criminal organisa- 
tion, sorry (5) 

20. Southern taxi taken by 
blackleg (4) 



To enter the draw for a copy of Selwyn Hughes’ Spoken 
from the Heart (vol II), send your completed crossword to 
the usual DOOR address (see bottom of page 2 for address). 



Answers to the Lent Crossword 
Across: 6. bookfair, 8. Amen, 9. 
hornbeam, 10. term, 11. Ash 
Wednesday, 13. Easter Sunday, 14. 
Thor, 15. evensong, 18. sins, 19. 



shantung. Down: 1. no-no, 2 Atkin, 
3. late learners, 4. baptised, 5. 
February, 7. roman numeral, 11. 
arachnid, 12. hot cross buns, 16. 
Seth, 17. nine 
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Lent book choice 



The writings of seven distinguished figures from history are 
set in context with the relevant biblical material in The Road 
to Emmaus, the BRF Lent Book for 2007. Helen Julian, an 
Anglican Franciscan Sister, has chosen examples from the lives 
of such figures as Julian of Norwich, the Venerable Bede, the 

Wesleys and the anonymous 
author of The Cloud of 
Unknowing for her medita- 
tions. 

The book is divided into 
seven sections, beginning 
with Thomas Traherne on 
Ash Wednesday, and each 
section follows the same 
pattern, with reflections on 
the writings of the individu- 
als concerned alongside the 
biblical material. Each sec- 
tion con- 
cludes with 
‘perform- 
ance’, spiritu- 
al exercises to 
help us get to 

the heart of the issue. The Road to Emmaus by 
Helen Julian, is published by BRF, price £7.99 
(ISBN 978-1-84101-442-5). 

But for those who prefer a more contemporary 
approach to spirituality, David Wilkinson deliv- 
ers the goods. His references are wide-ranging, 
including Trinny and Susannah, Dad’s Army, 

Hello! Magazine, EastEnders, Star Trek and 
Terminator 3. 

Each section, and there are 42 here, concludes 
with a Bible reading, something to think about 
and a quotation. Although the passages are all 




rather short, they are never- 
theless thought-provoking and 
will help focus on a new 
approach to spirituality, link- 
ing our faith with the modern 
world. 

The meditations are all based 
on Luke’s Gospel and arise 
from talks the author, who is 
Principal of St John’s College, 
University of Durham, has 
given on Radio 2’s Pause for 
Thought. Life, the Universe 
and Everything by David 
Wilkinson is published by 
Inspire, price £4.99 (ISBN: 1- 
85852-321-4). 

Ruth Etchells, one 





of the 

country’s leading Anglican lay leaders, has 
followed up her previous work, Safer Than A 
Known Way, with A Rainbow-Coloured 
Cross, which is a collection of morning and 
evening prayers along with a reflection on 
the prayers concerned. Although it is not 
technically a Lent book, it has a separate 
section at the end of the book for the period 
from Ash Wednesday to Trinity Sunday. Ms 
Etchells quotes a number of thinkers and 
writers in her meditations, ranging from 
John Bell and Timothy Dudley-Smith to RS 
Thomas and Dag Hammerskjold. 

A Rainbow-Coloured Cross by Ruth Etchells 
is published by SPCK, price £9.99 (ISBN 
9780281057863). 



ADRIAN 

PLAS5 



Bacon Sandwiches 
and Salvation 



f 




An A -Z of the 
Christian Life 

tom 



Adrian works through the alphabet, combining one-line 
definitions with more thoughtful pieces - a laugh-out-loud 
book on Christians and Christian culture. Vintage Plass 

Stimulating, thought-provoking. . .and, 
of course, as funny as ever. This book 

is a blessing to the church. 

Stephen Gaukroger 

Available now ironi your local ChnsUtm booksnap ur (M/0 4 VO HI 88 www uutheaticaiedia co uK A 



Stuart Sim: Empires of Belief, 

Edinburgh University Press, hb, £15.99 

Pubic opinion at last seems to understand that sceptics and 
atheists can be just as dogmatic as religious fundamentalists. 

Helping to make this clear may 
turn out to be one of Richard 
Dawkins’s greatest achieve- 
ments. Together with his fellow 
Oxford atheist, Peter Atkins, 
he put on a splendid show of 
dogmatism for Rod Liddle’s 
recent Channel Four pro- 
gramme on atheism. 

Stuart Sims, who teaches 
Critical Theory at the 
University of Sunderland, is 
aware of the danger of scepti- 
cism hardening into a dogma. 
He terms the form of scepti- 
cism he sets out to defend as 
‘Pyrrhonian scepticism’ which 
he understands as a readiness to question authorities and 
received ideas rather than a self-refuting claim that no knowl- 
edge is possible. 

Sim is well read in continental philosophy and has already 
written on Lyotard and post-modernism. In this book he 
engages with such thinkers as Adorno, Habermas, and 
Chantal Mouffe. He rejects claims of the critics of the environ- 
mental movement to the title of ‘sceptics’ on the grounds that 
they are financed by business interests, which is certainly true 
of some of them but not all of them. Bjorn Lomberg is not 
mentioned but he surely rates as a genuine sceptic. 

Creationist critics of evolution are also denied the title because 
they are seen as servants of an authoritarian cause. Sim has 
more difficulty in deciding whether to admit Euroscepticism 
to the official alliance of sceptics but in the end their claims 
are also turned down though the shortcomings of the Brussels 
bureaucracy are admitted. 

On its cover this book carries an enthusiastic recommendation 
from Richard Holloway. Sims is of the opinion that arguments 
from intelligent design do not work and he highlights the 
Jeffrey John affair and the Birmingham Repertory Theatre’s 
surrender to Sikh protests against the play Behzti as examples 
of the kinds of intolerance promoted by religion. The fre- 
quently repeated appeals of Giles Fraser, Vicar of Putney and 
well-known newspaper columnist, for the secular left to give 
support to religious liberals are quoted as evidence of how 
desperate such people are and of how the power of fundamen- 
talism has grown. 

A serious weakness of this book is a failure to engage with 
those philosophers such as Alasdair Macintyre who have 
argued that holding an intellectual commitment or tradition 
enables us to grow in understanding and make sense of expe- 
rience and the world around. We cannot begin from no-where. 
What is essential is that we are honest about our starting point 
and ready to test and modify our presuppositions as our 
knowledge increases. Tom Wright has defended such an 
approach in the study of the New Testament but it is to be 
found in every area of intellectual endeavour. Sim locates his 
own starting point in terms of the ‘Pyrrhonian tradition’. It is 
a pity he does not accept that scepticism is misleading if it 
gives the impression that we do not start out with a 
world view or set of presuppositions. 

The true sceptic realises that we have to believe in order to 
understand but is always ready to let experience challenge, 
modify* or expand his or her beliefs. 

On one important practical question Sim is right and 
deserves to be widely heard. Because of the need to seek 
private funding, there is a growing danger that the agen- 
das of our universities will be set by business interests, 
not the simple desire to advance knowledge. 

Paul Richardson 
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CHURCH HOUSE 



Your First Stop for Christian Books for Lent is www.chbookshop.co.uk 




BOOKSHOP 31 Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BN • Tel: 020 7799 4064 • Fax: 020 7340 9997 • Email: bookshop@chbookshop.co.uk 
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Taking youth work seriously 



By Ed Beavan 

Even though I only chatted to Australian author Tim 
Hawkins on the phone for around about 15 minutes I found 
his enthusiasm for youth ministry infectious. 

I caught up with him as he was in the UK to launch 
Awesome on the Inside, a book aimed at encouraging young 
Christians to fight against today’s image-obsessed culture 
and become the people God created them to be. 

Tim works as student ministries’ pastor at St Paul’s Anglican 
Church in Castle Hill in Sydney, and has been involved in 
youth ministry for the past 30 years, the last 19 at Castle 
Hill. 

And it’s this long-term commitment to youth ministry which 
he believes is vital for churches as they strive to make young 
people life-time followers of Christ, to counter the depressing 
trend which often sees many teenagers drift away from their 
faith when they hit young adulthood. 

The author, who has also written the books Fruit That Will 
Last and Leaders That Will Last, believes youth work is 
often seen as just a short-term project. 

He said: “Sometimes you get a leader coming in for two or 
three years but then someone else comes in and replaces 
them — but youth work can’t be a stepping stone. 

“We need to encourage youth workers that if God has called 
them to be effective with young people they need to stick 
with it in the long term. 

“I think there’s a general perception that youth work is a 
sort of practice ministry before being promoted to be a vicar, 



but in fact it’s a specialist ministry and we need to set up a 
structure so they can have it as a career and not feel like they 
are playing second fiddle.” 

In a bid to recognise the importance of youth ministry there 
is a movement in the diocese of Melbourne calling for youth 
pastors to be ordained, while in Sydney they are on the same 
stipend as regular ministers. 

The author also flags up a danger in today’s Church which 
sees some youth group leaders moving away from the cen- 
trality of the Bible in an effort to remain culturally ‘relevant’. 
“My experience is in the Australian church, but talking with 
people here I can see the situation is not dissimilar, and there 
are two different camps,” he said. 

“Lots of leaders try to make their groups really relevant to 
the 21st century modern-day teenager with activities but the 
Bible is in brackets, and there is little Bible content. 

“Or the group is Biblical but not effective, there are small 
numbers and they’re not making a difference to people’s 
lives. 

“What I’m trying to encourage is for youth leaders to keep 
God’s world central so we can change people’s lives. 

“Youth ministry that attracts young people and gets them 
interested might bring in numbers but will they be standing 
for Christ in five years time or 50 years’ time? 

“We’re looking for a lasting effect, and to do this we need to 
open the Bible and teach them in a way that keeps them 
transformed and leads them to a lifetime of winning people 
to Christ.” 

Although the book is aimed mainly at teenagers I found 



much of its content to be hugely relevant and challenging, 
and would recommend it for any Christian of any age. 

With biblical references throughout the book encourages 
young people to turn away from the culture where they are 
surrounded by image and what’s on the outside by focussing 
on what is in the heart. 

It is broken down into six parts, under the headings of a 
heart that is powerful, prayerful, passionate, pure, positive 
and pumping. 

Tim also addresses the issue of going through the motions of 
the Christian life on the outside and ticking all the boxes 
outwardly, when inside things aren’t quite so hunky-dory. 
This is an issue which is relevant to Christians of any age, 
and one he realises can be a problem in many churches. 
“Christian teenagers are often under pressure to look great 
as a Christian on the outside, ticking off the externals like 
going to church, praying, and respecting their parents, which 
is all good but I want to encourage young people to help 
God change their hearts, that’s why I wrote the book, as a 
resource to help young people become the Christian men and 
women God wants them to be.” 

It is accompanied by a book of seven small group Bible 
studies which will be useful for youth leaders. 

I can’t help but feel that if youth leaders here and around the 
world can catch some of Tim’s vision for youth work and 
put some of his tips into practice there is still much hope for 
the next generation. 

Tim himself remains relentlessly optimistic about the 
future. 

“The future of the church is good, anyone will know how 
passionate young people can be for Jesus, and the church has 
a strong future, teenagers have a negative press but they are 
the most amazing people and in many churches put the older 
generation to shame.” 



Churches that refused to die 

Back from the brink 
Heather Wraight, Pat Wraight 

Christian Research/Verite, pb, £9.95. ISBN: 978-1-85321-1751-1 

Heather Wraight, who has written this book with her mother, is deputy director of Christian 
Research, who frequently issue analysis of church statistics in the UK. In this volume, she 
adopts a slightly different approach. What she and her mother have done is visit churches that 
were destined for closure, but defied the grim predictions and found a new lease of life. The les- 
sons these churches learned are teased out in the hope that other churches, facing similar pres- 
sures, may take inspiration and find new life themselves. 

The pair study the stories of 10 churches, ranging from Anglican to Church of Scotland, and 
from Baptist to- Salvation Army. Some are inner-city churches, others are rural, or are in former 



mining towns. The spread is wide enough to relate to almost 
any church situation throughout the UK. 

The lessons drawn from their study are not exactly earth-shat- 
tering. The importance of leadership is key, as is the need for 
prayer^ being outward-looking, being willing to change and 
involving people. All churches need to re-learn these lessons if 
they are to grow. But perhaps the most urgent message is the 
place of children. They report that 39 per cent of churches in 
England have no children under the age of 1 1. Where does this 
place us for the future? The urgency of this mission is plain to 
see. 

Nick Mackenzie 







The Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals 



Sunday 15 th April 2007 

Dr Tony Campolo 

Speaking on A Christian responsibility for the animal kingdom 
St John’s Church, Waterloo, London. 6.30 — 8.30 pm 
A Service of praise, prayer and teaching with great live music 
Directly opposite Waterloo Station — ALL WELCOME 

The Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals. P.O. Box 7193, Hook, RG27 8GT. 
Telephone: (01252) 843093 

Website: www.aswa.org.uk E-mail: AngSocWelAnimals@aol.com 
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De-mystifying the PCC Praising God in this generation 



PACKED with facts and 
practical advice on every- 
thing, from the responsibili- 
ties of the Parochial Church 
Council (PCC) to effective 
meetings and how to handle 
difficult people(l), this is a 
comprehensive introduction 
for anyone new to the role, 
and a useful reminder to old 
hands. 

It was only when I became 
a member of my church's 
PCC that I realised how little 
I knew about the internal 
workings of the Church of 
England. I knew what to do 
when in the services, and 
where the matches were kept 
to light the candles, but 
about faculties and statutory 
paperwork and responsibili- 
ties in each parish, I hadn't a 
clue. 

So it was with trepidation 
and lots of questions that I 
got through my first meet- 
ings. I would have loved a 
simple 'this is what things 
mean and what you need to 
do' guide. 

Gradually we learn more 
as we go along, but with a 
regularly changing body of 
volunteers it's hard to keep 
the knowledge of correct 
procedure and essential 
issues easily to hand. 

I liked the fact that this 
book started with a resume 



of what is what in the 
Church of England, and of 
what PCCs were introduced 
to do. How many PCC mem- 
bers know this I wonder? 

There's even a small sec- 
tion on parish matters in 
which the PCC should not 
interfere! A small, heartfelt 
clue that one of the authors 
is a minister perhaps? 

I knew what to do 
when in the services, 
and where the match- 
es were kept to light 
the candles, but about 
faculties and statuto- 
ry paperwork and 
responsibilities ... I 
hadn't a clue. 



The chapter on under- 
standing the differing per- 
sonality types of your minis- 
ter and fellow members to 
ensure a smooth running 
committee made me smile, as 
I tried to decide whether I 
was an extravert or introvert 
and what my colleagues 
might be. 

Sometimes, particularly 
with the historical informa- 
tion, more sub-headings 



breaking up the interesting 
but lengthy information 
would have made for a clear- 
er read. 

But overall I found it a no- 
nonsense, easily accessible 
book that would become a 
well-thumbed asset in any 
PCC member's bookcase - 
great for reference on points 
of procedure and as a guide 
in a number of situations. 

As well as detailed infor- 
mation and advice on, for 
example, employing people 
and fair handling of volun- 
teers, I really liked the inclu- 
sion of useful websites to 
refer to for further informa- 
tion - simple but very handy. 

Church House bookshop 
says on the book's cover that 
every incumbent would do 
well to have a copy. I'd add, 
PCC members too. 

Sally Jarman is Acting Editor 
of the DOOR. 
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ROUNDING 



£10.99 



THE review copy of ‘Stand in Awe’, the latest 
live-worship album from St Aldates church in 
Oxford, plopped through the DOOR’s letter- 
box this week and was immediately whisked 
away to my CD player. 

Heaven's Door, the previous album from St 
Aldates, had been a permanent feature on my 
playlist, until my parents heard it and 'bor- 
rowed' it, never to be seen again... So I was 
looking forward to hearing if the new album 
lived up to its predecessor. I wasn't disap- 
pointed. 

There’s a varied mix of songs; some well- 
known to me and others new, including 
Hosanna, Holy is the Lord, Everlasting God, 
and the title track. Produced to a high stan- 
dard, the CD is a great listen from start to fin- 
ish. 

I love the old hymn writers ... they 
certainly knew how to praise the 
Lord with powerful words and 
music. But great Christian song 
writing is very much alive today as 
well! 

I particularly like 'Everlasting God'. I had- 
n't heard it before listening to this album, but 
it epitomizes all I love about worship songs; 
an uplifting tune with inspirational words 
that make you think. 

Co-incidentally, the words of the song 
returned to me as I turned to my Bible Study 
for that evening. Isaiah 40: 23-31 says: ' The 
LORD is the everlasting God ... He will not 
grow tired or weary , and his understanding 
no one can fathom . He gives strength to the 
weary and increases the power of the weak . 



Even youths grow tired and weary , and 
young men stumble and fall; but those who 
hope in the LORD will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary ; they will walk and 
not be faint.' What encouraging words to put 
to music! 

I've come to realise that worship songs 
seem to be a rather controversial subject these 
days in many churches. I love the old hymn 
writers, such as Wesley and his peers. They 
certainly knew how to praise the Lord with 
powerful words and music. But great 
Christian song writing is very much alive 
today as well! 

We have such a wealth of new worship 
material - in fact all the songs on the ‘Stand 
in Awe’ CD have been written since 2000 - 
and I would invite churches who are yet to 
include newer worship songs in their services 
to buy a copy. 

Thanks to the fantastic musical talent of 
Martyn Layzell and his team at St Aldates, we 
can all enjoy the uplifting work of modern 
song writers such as Paul Baloche, Matt 
Redman, not forgetting Martyn himself. 

St Aldates say they hope this album will be 
'a source of refreshment and inspiration for 
those seeking God's presence in this genera- 
tion'. I think we could all do with a bit of 
that! 

Natalie Abbott is Editorial Assistant of the 
DOOR 
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CLASSIFIED RESOURCES - keep these numbers handy! 



Church 

Furniture 



It’s time for 

Comfy Pew Cushions 

Send now for FREE sample pack 
& colour swatches. 
Congregations all over Britain 
are sitting in comfort. 




Dept CN 102 
Safefoam 
Green Lane 
Riley Green 
Hoghton 
Preston 
PR5 0SN 
freephone 
0800 0154433 



www.safefoam.co.uk 




FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
TEL 01494 67 60 60 
FAX 01494 67 81 81 

64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP9 2JD 



PIW 

mmmmm 

Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 

AYR UPHOLSTERY 
LIMITED * 

Tel: 0845 094 2820 
Email: 

\ v Jnfo@ayrupholstery.com J 



LITERARY 



Spiritually Unique 
Style of Poetry 
www.root72.com/liter.htm 



Unexplainably Fascinating. 



Clergy Missioner 



Is your parish seeking a fresh vision for mission? 
Then Paul Williams could be the person for your team. 

He has 8 years experience in ordained parish 
ministry, alongside his work with 
Radstock Ministries, an emerging network of missionary 
churches. Want to know more? 

Contact him on 01279 427357, paul-w@xaltco.uk or visit 
him at www.crieso6seagull.com 



Personal 



BROKEN RITES 

Support group for divorced 
and separated clergy wives 
Contact 0114 268 2980 
or 020 8943 4688 
Website 

www. brokenrites. org 



FREE COPY 

of Search 

Magazine and Bible Study Booklet. 

Write: The Open Bible Trust, 

8C Fordland Mount, 

Upper Basildon, Reading RG8 8LU. 

E-mail admin@obt.org.uk. 

Visit www.obt.org.uk 



SINGLE? 

Christian Friendship 
Fellowship (established 1976) 
has much to offer. 

Full details 
info@c-f-f.co.uk, 
www.c-f-f.co.uk or 
01302 711007 



Silver Connections - 

Introductions for Over 50*8 

For people who share 
Christian values 

PO Box 149 Thirsk Y07 4WQ 
or mobile 07890 322924 

silverconnections@hotmail.co.uk 

www.silverconnections.co.uk 



To advertise 
here ring 



020 7417 5801 

Or email 

ads(S>ch urchnewspaper.com 



Church Supplies 



VINO SACRO LTD 

Supplier of the finest 
communion wines for over 130 
years. Free samples available. 

Please contact: 

Vino Sacro Ltd, Marsh Lane 
Crediton, Devon EX17 1ES 
Tel/Fax: 01363 772333 
Email: sales@vinosacro.co.uk 



Sound 
& Visual 



HILLTOP 

AUDIO 

SUPPLIES 

• Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Video/data projection 

• Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0115 927 8291 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Web: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Unit 2 Broxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham NG8 6QP 



Advertise your local 
events here. . . 

Flower Festivals 
Concerts 
Drama 

Heritage Days 

Ring 020 7417 5802 
for a quote 
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on 



MARCH 

Fri 2 Women’s World Day off 
Prayer written by women of 
Paraguay; events all over diocese 
(for Oxford , see right) 

Sat 3 Fairtrade Fortnight 

starts: <ceowinfo@fish.co.uk>. 

Sat 3 CHARLBURY Illustrated 
talk: Conserving Wall Paintings 
(including those at Shorthampton); 
St Mary’s Church 7.30pm in aid of 
restoration fund (Friends of 
Shorthampton Church). Tickets on 
door 01608 810388. 

Sat 3 OXFORD Fairtrade wine 
/juice tasting (St Peter’s Wolvercote 
6c URC Summertown Fair Trade 
Group) outside Summertown Co- 
op 10.30am-12pm. 

TUe 6 OXFORD Centre for the 
Study of Christianity in China: 
‘Nationalism in the West China 
Union University (1911-1952)’, 
Room 207, Institute for Chinese 
Studies, Walton St, 5-6pm. 
<chloe.starr@orinst.ox.ac.uk>. 
Wed 7 OXFORD Talk: Ethical 
Food (Martin Hodson), St 
Clement’s Church 7.30pm. 
Refreshments. 

Wed 7 READING Evensong to 
mark 10th anniversary of Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir, Minster 
6.15pm. 

Wed 7 WHITLEY Concert of 
Sacred Music (Reading Concert 
Singers): Mozart ‘ Spatzen * Mtssa 



Brevis , St Agnes Church 7.30pm. 
0118 942 5290. 

Thu 8 LVTTLEMORE Russian 
Singers concert 7pm St Mary 6c St 
Nicholas Church; retiring collec- 
tion. 01865 739018. 

Thu 8 NEWBURY Organ Recital 
(Christine Wells), St Nicolas’ 
Church 1.10pm. 0118 940 3209. 
Sat 10 HENLEY-on-Thames 
Concert in aid of Lima Project 
(Neath Male Choir 6c Newlands 
Singers) St Mary’s Church 7.30pm. 
Tickets 01491 577340. 

Sat 10 ROTHERFIRLD PEP- 
PARD ‘Desire in Spring’ (soprano, 
tenoi; piano) All Saints’ Church 
7.30pm. Retiring collection for 
Christian Aid. 0118 972 2844. 

Sun 11 WALLINGFORD Con 
cert (Thames Consort - Byrd, 
Handel, Bach, Vivaldi), St Mary 
Magdalene Church 7.30pm. 
Tickets on door, cjjbwallingford 
@tiscal.co.uk> 

Wed 14 READING Organ Recital 
(Keith Heamshaw), Town Hall 
lpm. 0118 940 3209. 

Thu 15 ASTON TIRROLD 

Drop-in quiet day, Centre for 
Reflection, URC, Spring Lane, 
10am-3pm; led meditations 
10.30am, lpm. No need to book; 
donations invited. 01235 850423. 
Sat 17 BANBURY Banbury 
Symphony Orchestra spring con- 
cert, St Mary’s Church 7.30pm. 
01295 259855. 

Sun 18 COOKHAM Compline by 
Candlelight, Holy Trinity Church 



compiled by Clare Wenham 

MARCH 2007 



6.30-7pm. 

Tue 21 -Sat 24 TWYFORD 

God@Work Prayer Fayre, St 
Mary’s Church, 9am-9pm (Sat 
8am-2pm): 19 prayer activities to 
help you explore your daily work 
with God. 0118 934 3909. 

Thu 22 BANBURY Luca Luciano 
(clarinet/composer) St Mary’s 
Church lpm. 01295 259855. 

Thu 22 OXFORD Council of 
Christians 6c Jews: Prof. Michael 
Spiro, ‘Chocolate with Religion’, 
Oxford Jewish Centre, Richmond 
Rd 8pm. 01865 726959. 

Sat 24 EASTHAMPSTEAD 
Organ Recital (David Old) Parish 
Church 7.30pm. 0118 940 3209. 
Sun 25 COOKHAM Service of 
Reflection for Passion Sunday, Holy 
Trinity Church 6.30pm. 

Sun 25 WINDSOR Calvary 
(Riding Lights Theatre Company): 
passion play and worship event. 
Parish Church 6.30pm. Tickets 
01753 861757. 

Sun 25 BANBURY Service to 
commemorate 200th anniversary 
of abolition of slavery, 
Marlborough Rd Methodist 
Church 7pm. 01295 253329. 

Sat 31 ALDWORTH St Mary’s 
Church Jumble Sale and Teas, 
Village Hall (off B4009), 2-4pm. 
<paulineshep@btintemet.com>. 



BBC Radio Oxford 95.2 
BBC Radio Berkshire 104.1 
Sunday Show 6-9am 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is 
designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the 
April 2007 issue is Wednesday 7 March 



Courses, Special Events 



Women’s World Day off 
Prayer 2 March: 

Services in Oxford 

Botley Baptist Church 10.30am 
St Michael at the Northgate, 
Cornmarket 12.30pm 
United Reformed Church, 
Headington 1.30pm 
Northway Free Church, 

Marston 1.45pm 
St Mary 6c St Nicholas, 
Littlemore 2pm 

St Francis, Hollow Way, Cowley 
7.30pm 

Wendy Slaymaker, <wendy_ 
slaymaker@yahoo.co.uk>, tel. 
760308 

Lent Series 

Oxford: ‘World Church Year 
2007’, Christ Church Cathedral 
Priory Room, 7.15pm: 1 Mar 
South Africa (Liz Carmichael); 

8 Mar China (Martin Conway); 
15 Mar New Europe (Fleur 
Houston); 22 Mar Anglican 
Communion (Marylin Adams); 

29 Mar World Church (George 
Kovoor) 

Cathedral Office , tel. 01 865 
276155; Cathedral Secretary 
<sally-ann.ford@chch.ox.ac . 
uk>; <www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk> 

Oxford (Headington): ‘Contact 
with God’, Lime Walk Methodist 
Church Hall, New High St, 8pm: 
27 Feb Hugh Why brew; 13 Mar 
Bridget Walker; 20 Mar Bob 



Jeffery; 27 Mar Peter Steddon. 
Wendy Slaymaker ; <wendy_ 
slaymaker@yahoo.co.uk >, tel. 
760308 

Chesham: ‘Faith in Action’, 
Broadway Baptist Church, 8pm: 
28 Feb Elaine Storkey; 7 Mar 
Lord Carey; 14 Mar Frances 
Young; 21 Mar David Coffey; 28 
Mar Mike Pilavachi. 

Geoff Hawkes, tel. 01494 
785569 <geoff_hawkes@ 
bigfoot.com> 

Aston Tirrold: 24 Feb Lenten 
Labyrinth, between llam-2pm; 
24 Mar Lent Reflection (Becky 
Fisher), 10am-4pm £20. 
Coordinator ; Centre for Reflect- 
ion, URC, Spring Lane, Aston 
Tirrold, Didcot OX11 9JE, tel. 
01235 850423; coordinator 
@freeuk. com>; <www.reflect. 
freeuk. com>. 

Begbroke: ‘Via Dolorosa’ Quiet 
Day (Lynette Harbome), Begbroke 
Priory, 10am-4pm, £15 
Bookings: Julia Rose, Oxford 
Christian Institute for Counselling, 
tel. 01865 308889, counselling 
@odc.org.uk> 



Remembering Slavery, 
Set All Free 25 Mar 6pm 
Christ Church Cathedral 

A service to commemorate the 
200th anniversary of the abo- 
lition of the trans-atlantic 
slave trade. With ‘Black 
Voices’, Blackbird Leys ‘Sing- 
ing Estate’ Choir, Oxfordshire 
children; Gelede Dance 
Free but booking essential : 
<mary.bide@chch.ox.ac.uk>, 
or Precentor, Christ Church 
Cathedral, St Aldate’s, 

Oxford OX1 1DP. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 



Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 

Holy C 
1-1. 10pm Praying at One 



7.35am Holy Communion; , 



6pm Evensong (Thursday 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Cathedral Office 01865 276155; 
Cathedral Secretary <sally*ann. 
ford@chch.ox.ac.uk>; website 
< www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk> 



RSCM organ and singing courses 

New programme of courses from Royal School of Church Music 
in various locations - 

for volunteer organists, for young people, for singers young and older 
Details: RSCM, 19 The Close , Salisbury SP1 2EB; tel . 01722 424848; 
website < www.rscm.com >; email <education@rscm.com> 



March Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



5 Those who serve as 



"Your love , O Lord, for ever will 
I sing ; from age to age my 
mouth will proclaim your faith- 
fulness’ Psalm 89: 1 

Let us pray to God our Father, 
through Jesus Christ his Son, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, for: 

Thu 1 St David International 
links: twinning with dioceses 
Vaxjo in Sweden and Kimberley 
and Kuruman in South Africa. 
Members and work of the 
Council for Partnership in World 
Mission: chairman - Martin 
Peirce; mission agencies’ repre- 
sentatives. The many links 
forged between towns in the dio- 
cese and those overseas. 

Fri 2 Women’s World Day off 
Prayer prepared by Christian 
women in Paraquay; the theme 
is ‘United under God’s Tent’. 
Women in the diocese, especially 
those with leadership responsi- 
bilities in ordained, licensed, 
accredited or authorised min- 
istries. 

Sat 3 Those teaching and study- 
ing at theological institutions: 
Oxford Ministry Course; Ripon 
College Cuddesdon; Culham 
Educational Foundation; Cul- 
ham Institute; St Stephen's 
House; Wycliffe Hall; Keston 
Institute; Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies; Pusey House. 
Sun 4 Second Sunday in 
Lent Fairtrade Fortnight’s Big 
Brew coffee mornings through- 
out the diocese. 



chaplains within the universities, 
schools and colleges of the dio- 
cese. 

■Rie 6 Claydon Deanery. 
Encouragement in our many and 
varied ministries, in learning 
from and supporting one anoth- 
er as we extend them across our 
parish boundaries. The develop- 
ment of training resources with 
neighbouring deaneries and a 
new awareness, by all our 
churches, of the needs and 
opportunities around us. Area 
dean - David Hiscock; synod lay 
chairman - Geoff Strutt. 

Wed 7 Schome Team Ministry: 
clergy - David Meakin, Andy 
Bell, Philip Mears, Liz Welters; 
licensed lay minister - Joseph 
Piper 

Thu 8 Swan Team Ministry: 
clergy - David Hiscock. 

Fri 9 The Claydons: church 
wardens during the vacancy. 

Sat 10 Winslow with Great 
Horwood and Addington: clergy 

- Tony Whalley, Geoffrey Ball; 
licensed lay minister - John Dale. 
Sun 11 Third Sunday in 
Lent Multi-parish benefices 
and their particular needs and 
opportunities. 

Mon 12 Henley Deanery. Area 
dean - Graham Foulis Brown; 
lay chairman - Brian Pearce. 
Goring with South Stoke: clergy 

- Mark Blarney, Elizabeth 
Dowding, Christobel Hargraves. 
Tue 1 3 Henley-on-Thames 
Holy Trinity: clergy - Duncan 



Carter; licensed lay ministers - 
Michael Forsdike, Patricia 
Lewis, Trevor Lewis. Henley 
with Remenham: clergy - 

Martyn Griffiths. 

Wed 14 Langtree Team 
Ministry: clergy - Kevin Davies, 
John Evan, Nelva Moss, Angela 
Linton; licensed lay minister - 
Brian Turner; team missioner - 
Peter Steddon. 

Thu 15 Nettlebed with Bix, 
Highmooi; Pishill and Rother- 
field Greys: clergy - Brendan 
Bailey, Bill Bowder, Elisabeth 
Lakey; licensed lay minister - 
Jane Suten Nuffield: clergy - 
Brendan Bailey. Rotherfield 
Peppard and Kidmore End and 
Sonning Common: clergy - 
Graham Foulis Brown, Barry 
Olsen, Hugh Warwick. Shiplake 
with Dunsden and Harpsden: 
clergy - Martin Connop Price, 
Stephen Cousins, Robert Prance. 
Fri 16 Church societies and 
institutions represented in the 
diocese particularly focused on 
the needs of children, families, 
marriage, and the elderly, e.g. 
The Children’s Society, Broken 
Rites, SCOP (spiritual care for 
older people), FLAME (family 
life and marriage education - 
officers, volunteers, projects and 
service users), PACT (parents 
and children together - officers, 
volunteers, projects and service 
users, especially those connected 
to adoption, fostering and 
respite care. 

Sat 1 7 St Patrick All support- 



ing the work of Protecting 
Children in the Diocese of 
Oxford: adviser - Stephen 
Barber. Those in each parish 
who monitor the implementa- 
tion of Better Safe Than Sorry 
guidelines and liaison with the 
Criminal Records Bureau. 

Sun 18 Mothering Sunday 
Our mother Church and family 
of Christians, and all who exer- 
cise the gift of mothering. The 
Mothers’ Union - Christian care 
for families worldwide: president 

- Primrose Gallimore; branch 
leaders and members in the 
parishes, their projects and work 
of supporting the clergy. 

Mon 19 St Joseph’s Day, ‘a 
righteous man’. Men in the dio- 
cese, especially those with leader- 
ship responsibilities in ordained, 
licensed, accredited or autho- 
rised ministries. 

Tue 20 Mission in Work and 
Economic Life industrial chap- 
laincy: adviser - Nicholas Parish; 
missioners, chaplains, ministers 

- Nicholas Parish, Stephen 
Norrish, Bob Penman, Susan 
Van Beveren. The God at Work 
initiatives. 

Wed 21 Ministers and ministry 
with those who are unemployed. 
Thu 22 Those named in the 
Clergy News and their changing 
ministries. 

Fri 23 Bishop John Pritchard as 
his election to the office of 
Bishop of Oxford is confirmed 
this afternoon. His family and 
especially his wife Wendy as they 



move. We pray for those he 
leaves in the Durham diocese as 
he accepts the call to serve in the 
Oxford diocese. 

Sat 24 All initiatives to serve 
the community together and 
proclaim the gospel. Churches 
Together groups and all in lead- 
ership in some 50 Local 
Ecumenical Partnerships. Dio- 
cesan Ecumenical Officers - 
Tessa Kuin Lawton, Moira 
Astin, Tony Dickinson. County 
Ecumenical Officers - Bede 
Gerrard, Honor Alleyne, David 
Scott, Mary Cotes. 

Sun 25 Passiontide begins 
On the Bicentenary of the 
Abolition of Slave Trade Act we 
pray on Freedom Day for the 
global ‘Stop the Trafik’ 
Campaign, for all work to stop 
the sale of people, to see traffick- 
ers prosecuted, and vulnerable 
people protected. 

Mon 26 Diocesan Board of 
Social Responsibility: chair - 
Martin Conway; adviser - 
Alison Webster; all associated 
groups and their officers - 
FLAME, Urban Priority Action, 
Criminal Justice Issues, 
Domestic Abuse, HIV/AIDS and 
Sexuality, Health and Social 
care, Rural Issues, World 
Development, Christian Con- 
cern for One World, Faith and 
Work, Medical Ethics, Interfaith 
Concerns, Environmental Issues. 
Tile 27 All who provide quiet 
days, retreats and a place to rest 
and be still. 



Wed 28 Burford Priory, Order 
of St Benedict: abbot - Stuart 
Burns. Third Order of the 
Society of St Francis: area minis- 
ters - Michael Taylor, Hazel 
Berry, Helen Blyth; area forma- 
tion guardians - Pam Halliwell, 
Colin Bass, Joanna Coney. 

Thu 29 St Mary’s Convent, 
Wantage, Community of St 
Mary the Virgin: superior - 
Mother Barbara Claire; warden 
- John Austin. All Saints’ 
Convent, All Saints Sisters of the 
Poor: coordinating sister - 
Mother Helen Mary; chaplain - 
Beau Stevenson. Convent of the 
Incarnation, Community of the 
Sisters of the Love of God: supe- 
rior - Mother Rosemary; war- 
den - David Barton. 

Fri 30 The Priory, Community 
of St John Baptist, and the 
Community of the Companions 
of Jesus the Good Shepherd: the 
Leadership Team - Sr Mary 
Stephen, Sr Ann Verena, Sr 
Anne; chaplain - Lister Tonge. 
Burnham Abbey, Society of the 
Precious Blood: superior - Revd 
Mother. St Mary’s Convent, 
Freeland, Community of St 
Clare: abbess - Sister Patricia 
Wighton. 

Sat 31 Elmore Abbey, Order of 
St Benedict: conventual prior - 
Dom Simon Jarratt. SSM Priory, 
Society of the Sacred Mission: 
prior - Frank Green. 
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YOUTH VIEW 

He who began a good work in you... 



Hi there. I've been in my 
post for more than io years 
now, supported by wonderful 
colleagues and volunteers. 

At first, I genuinely thought 
I'd never see the three-year- 
olds into their adolescence. 
So, it's a privilege to be here 
with them today, through so 
many personal and family 
events, joys, tears, outings and 
ice creams. 

Seed-sowers don't always 
reap the harvest. But enjoying 
the harvest with righteous 
pride is something I often feel 
when I look at several young 
adults I have worked with 
who are now ministering for 
God in various ways, volun- 
teering or working with chil- 
dren and young people. 

Take Dan. He was 16 when 
I started and I was warned by 
the previous youth worker 
that he was a 'character' and a 
little accident prone. But I will 
never forget him trying to 
teach me how to play golf on 
a rainy November morning at 
Hinksey Heights. I was a 
county standard hockey play- 
er, which unfortunately 
proved a handicap to my golf 
swing. As Dan gently kept 
showing me the correct way, I 
was struck by his patience, 
laughter, training, and knowl- 
edge - wonderful foundation 
qualities that alerted me to 
God's definite call on Dan to 



be a minister. 

He became a junior leader 
at our Kids Club where he 
was so faithful, kind, helpful 
and creative. Then, after 
University he worked along- 
side me in his gap year. He's 
now Youth Minister for a 
London Baptist church. 

I'm so grateful to God for 
the part He has allowed me to 
play in training Dan and oth- 
ers. I love it when 1 6 6c 17- 
year-olds come to events and 
camps as junior leaders along- 
side me. It's so cool when a 
14-year-old tells you they 
want to be a Youth Minister 
and 10 years later they are. 

My own journey into Youth 
Ministry began when I was 14 
and annoyed that the vicar 
had closed our Sunday 
evening group. I promised 
God that if I could do any- 
thing to save other young peo- 
ple from the same experience 
of church, then I'd do it. I 
promptly forgot about it and 
joined the hockey club! But 
God remembered and directed 
my path. At 22 someone was 
prepared to take a risk with 
me and I started at St Matz. 
So be careful what you prom- 
ise God - he's got an amazing 
memory! 

Yvonne Morris is Youth and 
Children's Minister at St 
Matthew's and St Luke's 
Oxford . 



Praying for Paraguay 

Sounds and stories of today's vibrant Christian 
fellowship in Paraguay will be brought to life 
for two Oxford churches as they join in the 
worship for this year's Women's World Day of 
Prayer on 2 March. 

AS women across the globe come 
together for the service written this year 
by the Christian women of Paraguay, 
sisters Margaret Scruby and Rosemary 
Munro (pictured right) will add a per- 
sonal touch to events at Botley Baptist 
Church and St Leonard's Church, 

Eynsham, playing their Paraguayan 
harps and sharing their knowledge and 
experiences of the country's lively and 
growing Christian community. 

Rosemary told the DOOR: 'The serv- 
ice is called United Under God’s Tent, 
and we hope to capture some of the 



We hope to capture some of 
the excitement in Paraguay 
about the word of the. Gospel 
and the huge growth of the 
Christian church that we are 
seeing today 

excitement in Paraguay about the word 
of the Gospel and the huge growth of 
the Christian church today. 

'The revival is the fruit of prayer for 
over 20 years for the people of 
Paraguay. Pursuing a Christian faith 
there has not been easy. There is perse- 
cution still and a great deal of poverty 
and hardship for some. But what God is 
doing there is a miracle and people see 



that and want to be 
part of it.' 

The sisters' long 
association with the 
South American coun- 
try dates back to their teens when, at 
their parents' Christian conference cen- 
ter, a Paraguayan band visited and 
taught them to play indigenous lilting 
tunes on Paraguayan harps - which are 
smaller than the harps traditionally seen 
in Britain and Paraguay’s most common 
instrument. 

They spent their university gap year in 
the country and Rosemary later married 
Robert, a Paraguayan with whom she 
now runs yearly guided tours back to 
his home country. 

Robert says: 'Every convert in 

Paraguay is an evangelist. They are not 
afraid of the Gospel...' 

From hairdressers to opticians to den- 
tists, daily life now is infused with 
Christians passing on the word of God 
to all they meet. 

One church known by Rosemary and 
Robert began 20 years ago in a garage, 
and is now in the process of erecting a 
new building to take 10,000 people. 

Close to their hearts is a project in 
Chacarita, the shanty town on the out- 
skirts of Paraguay's capital Ascuncion. 
Luis and Olga Manfredi of the Centro 
Familiar de Adoracion Church, have 




founded Ko'eju (meaning dawn) for 
street children, aimed at raising the low 
self-esteem and lack of respect for their 
bodies that see many of them turn to 
prostitution, drug addiction and crime. 

For many, the regular meals and 
Christian teaching and guidance means 
a new dawn in their lives as they realize 
they are valued. 

Rosemary says: 'It's wonderful that 
the focus of women all over the world 
on 2 March will be on prayer for 
Paraguay, as well as for our own and 
other countries. 

'What we hope is that people will 
continue to pray for and find out more 
about the country, its struggles and its 
vibrant Christian life.' 

One way for churches, schools and 
other groups to do that, and help 
Project Ko'eju, is to host a fundraising 
meal at which Rosemary and Margaret 
will play their harps, display and sell 
indigenous crafts and provide simple 
Paraguayan food - a tasty way to extend 
the power of Women's World Day of 
Prayer this year. Call Rosemary on 
01865 861791 , or email 

koeju@paraguay.org.uk. 







BCP services hard to find? 



PBS 

| Prayer Book ! 
L, Society | 



Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 01 18 9S8 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By David Winter 



'Honour your father and your mother, so 
that your days may be long in the 
land that the LORD your God is giving 
you’ Exodus 20:12 

THIS month, on Sunday the 18 th, we cel- 
ebrate 'Mothering Sunday', a rather 
strange occasion which owes much to 
ancient tradition - apprentices returning 
home in mid-Lent - and even more to 
American consumerism. 'Mother's Day' 
now has an enormous retail turnover - 
woe betide the shop that runs out of flow- 
ers, chocolates and sentimental greetings 
cards before the event. However, for the 
Church it at least provides a wonderful 
opportunity. In the first place, it almost 
guarantees a large congregation. In the sec- 
ond place it means that we can speak 
about the essential value and dignity of 
motherhood in our society without people 
thinking that we are on some 'Back to 
Basics' political agenda. 

Clearly, the role of a mother in a family is a 
crucial one. We only need to read our newspa- 
pers or watch the TV news to know the truth 
of that. In a society where economic and career 
pressures tend to undermine it, the indisputable 
fact is that children who grow up in a stable 
home, with two parents, each fulfilling their 



God-given role as mentors, guardians and 
providers, are much more likely to live fulfilled 
and happy lives than those who, for whatever 
reason, lack those priceless benefits. So it's not 
surprising that the principle is enshrined in the 
very heart of the law of God. To 'honour' our 
parents is to value them, to treat them with 
respect, to heed their advice and follow their 
examples. If we do, it says, we shall 'live long in 
the land' of promise. Perhaps that simply 
means that such families will prosper and 
through succeeding generations occupy the 
family land. Or it may mean that those who 
honour their parents will have a quality of life 
that tends to make them healthy and balanced 
people, living on happily into old age. Either 
way, this is the only commandment with a 
promise attached to it. 'Do this, and these 
results will follow.' 

We have seen recendy the negative side of all 
of this, with the spate of killings in south 
London providing evidence that where family 
and parental structures collapse, so do common 
humanity and a sense of personal responsibili- 
ty. On Mothering Sunday the Church has the 
opportunity to offer its positive side. Mothers 
(and fathers) are good for us. Family life is at 
the heart of God's purpose for the human race. 
Those who honour their parents will be blessed 
- now, and for the rest of their lives. 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including 'Old Wonts New Life 1 (BRF); which offers reflections on forty key Old 
Testament words and ‘Making Sense of the BUe 9 (Lion); a simple, no-nonsense guide to using the Bible. 

He lives in Oxford with his wife, Ros. 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 




3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 








